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[From  the  “ Periodical  Accounts,”  &c.] 

I.  MEMOIR  OF  BROTHER  JOHN  CONRAD  KLEIN  SCHMIDT, 

Who  departed  this  life  at  Fredericksthal  in  Greenland,  on  the  23ci 
December , 1832,  in  the  sixty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  and  the  fortieth  year  of 
his  missionary  service  in  that  country. 

[Chiefly  compiled  from  his  own  Manuscript.] 

I was  born  on  the  29th  of  August,  1768,  near  Mtihlhausen,  in 
Thuringia.  Before  I wras  a year  old,  I experienced  a remarkable 
preservation  of  my  life,  my  elder  sister  having  fallen  with  me  in 
her  arms  down  a stone  staircase,  without  my  receiving  the  small- 
est injury  from  the  accident.  My  parents  were  at  that  time  the 
only  persons  in  the  village,  in  connection  with  the  Brethren’s 
Church,  and  it  was  their  earnest  wish  and  endeavor,  to  train  me, 
their  sixth  and  youngest  child,  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of 
the  Lord,  and  to  preserve  me  from  the  snares  of  the  world.  Often 
did  they  tell  me  of  the  great  love  of  our  Saviour,  and  of  his  suf- 
ferings and  death  ; and  their  testimony  was  not  altogether  in  vain. 
Even  in  my  years  of  childhood,  my  heart  was  touched  with  the 
love  of  Jesus,  and  I frequently  besought  my  father  to  relate  to 
me  how  he  agonized  in  Gethsemane,  and  suffered  on  Mount  Cal- 
vary ; on  which  occasions  I would  listen  for  hours  with  unwea- 
ried interest  and  attention.  Thus  early  my  Saviour  claimed  me 
as  his  property,  drawing  me  unto  himself  with  cords  of  love,  and 
graciously  frustrating  the  attempts  which  I too  often  made,  during 
the  subsequent  seasons  of  youth,  to  wrest  myself  from  his  faith- 
ful hand.  As  I grew  older,  my  impressions  of  the  love  of  Jesus 
gradually  faded  away,  and  were  succeeded  by  the  love  of  the 
world  and  of  sin,  for  the  gratification  of  which  the  desired  opportu- 
nity was  happily  wanting,  owing  to  the  watchful  care  of  my 
worthy  parents.  In  1774,  they  took  me  with  them  on  a visit  to 
Neudietendorf,  and  what  I there  saw  and  heard  did  not  fail  to 
make  an  impression  on  my  mind,  although  no  immediate  effect 
was  produced.  The  year  following,  my  parents  requested  and 
obtained  permission  to  become  members  of  the  Brethren’s  con- 
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gregation  at  that  place,  whither  I removed  with  them  in  the  seventh 
year  of  my  age.  On  the  journey,  I experienced  a second  inter- 
position  of  the  Lord  in  my  behalf.  Having  dropped  asleep  in  the 
fore-part  of  the  vehicle,  I fell  between  the  horses  and  the  carriage. 
My  parents  called  out.  to  the  driver  to  stop  the  horses,  which  he 
was  enabled  to  do  instantaneously,  though  they  were  of  a very 
restive  and  untractable  nature.  Search  being  made  for  me,  I was 
found  lying  exactly  in  front  of  one  of  the  wheels,  so  that  my  life  was, 
as  it  were,  suspended  by  a single  thread.  But  it  was  not  the  will 
of  my  heavenly  Father  lhat  I should  thus  miserably  perish,  almost 
within  sight  of  the  place,  in  which  he  afterward  favored  me  to 
enjoy  so  much  spiritual  good.  I cannot  indeed  date  my  con- 
version to  Him  from  the  time  of  my  arrival  at  Neudietendorf. 
Though  I might  have  spent  the  remaining  years  of  my  childhood 
alike  usefully  and  happily,  my  mind  was  far  otherwise  disposed. 
I suffered  myself  to  be  governed  by  the  desires  of  my  own  evil 
heart,  and  became  gradually  the  victim  of  a restless  spirit  and  an 
accusing  conscience.  That  I did  not  plunge  into  still  greater  ex- 
cesses, and  sustain  yet  more  grievous  spiritual  injury,  is  to  be  as- 
cribed solely  to  the  gracious  but  invisible  hand  of  my  Saviour 
held  over  me  for  good.  I was  indeed  accounted  by  others  a very 
correct  and  innocent  child.  My  diligence  and  proficiency  at  school 
obtained  for  me  the  esteem  of  my  companions,  and  the  favor  of 
my  teachers  ; but  a voice  within  me  appeared  to  gainsay  this  fa- 
vorable estimate  of  my  character,  and  I often  thought — how  dif- 
ferent would  be  that  formed  by  my  superiors,  if  they  only  knew 
me.  Yet,  notwithstanding  my  waywardness  and  corruption,  I 
was  not  left  without  visitations  of  grace,  at  this  interesting  period 
of  my  life.  I remember  particularly  being  deeply  affected  by  the 
reading  of  the  history  of  our  Saviour’s  sufferings  on  Good-Friday. 
At  another  time  my  emotions  of  love  to  Jesus  were  excited  in  an 
equally  lively  manner  by  some  lines  of  the  beautiful  hymn  of  St, 
Ambrose,  “ O head  so  full  of  bruises ,”  &c.,  which  at  that  period 
formed  part  of  the  usual  Sunday’s  liturgy. 

These  feelings,  transient  as  they  proved,  served,  however,  to  con- 
firm the  truth  of  my  experience,  so  often  renewed  in  later  years, 
that  nothing  but  a visit  to  Golgotha,  is  able  to  win  the  heart  of  a 
sinner  for  the  Saviour.  I may  also  mention  that  the  memoir  of 
the  late  Brother  John  Beck,  one  of  the  first  Missionaries  in  Green- 
land, was  made  a special  means  of  blessing  to  me  ; I found  some- 
thing in  it, which  was  indescribably  interesting  and  attractive.  Thus 
I spent  my  years  of  childhood.  My  health  which  was  in  general 
good,  appeared  at  one  time  to  receive  a shock  from  the  effects 
of  a draught  of  cold  water  imprudently  taken  when  greatly  over- 
heated. I was  afterward  frequently  subject  to  severe  fits  of 
headache,  which,  however,  I completely  lost  during  my  Mission- 
ary service  in  Greenland.  At  Easter,  1781,  I was  confirmed,  pre- 
vious to  the  first  enjoyment  of  the  holy  communion,  and  at 
Christmas  the  same  year,  I was  admitted  a member  of  the  con- 
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gregation.  On  these  occasions  the  Lord  drew  near  to  my  soul, 
and  gave  me  a sense  of  his  great  love,  which  for  a season  made 
me  ashamed  of  my  indifference  to  li is  merits,  and  caused  me  to 
repent  of  my  manifold  transgressions  against  him.  It  was  not, 
however,  till  my  first  enjoyment  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  with  the 
congregation  at  Neudietendorf,  on  the  12th  of  July  1782,  that  I 
received  an  impression  of  the  love  of  Jesus  sufficiently  power- 
ful to  constrain  me  to  devote  myself  to  him,  and  to  desire,  above 
all  things,  the  enjoyment  of  his  favor. 

Great  was  my  joy  in  the  Lord,  and  my  thankfulness  for  all 
the  blessing  which  he  daily  showered  down  upon  me;  yet  even 
these  enjoyments  were  connected,  not  unfrequently,  with  a tempt- 
ation of  the  enemy,  who  suggested  to  me  the  thought,  that  they 
were  the  sure  precursors  of  my  early  removal  from  this  world ; 
an  idea,  I confess,  which  was  by  no  means  welcome  to  me,  for  I 
rather  wished  to  continue  in  the  body  for  some  time  longer. 
About  this  time  a remarkable  awakening  took  place  among  the 
youth  of  the  congregation,  with  an  earnest  desire  to  live  unto 
Jesus.  To  confirm  each  other  in  this  determination,  we  were 
accustomed  to  meet  together  in  the  evening,  to  sing  hymns,  and 
to  communicate  our  spiritual  experience  during  the  day ; and  on 
these  occasions  the  Lord  was  sensibly  in  the  midst  of  us.  Mean- 
while the  Spirit  of  God  did  not  fail  to  make  me  more  deeply  sen- 
sible of  my  indwelling  corruption,  the  experience  of  which  occa- 
sioned me  many  sorrowful  hours  at  this  critical  period  of  my  life. 
Being,  however,  enabled  through  grace,  to  take  refuge  with  that 
Saviour,  whom  I had  already  known  as  the  good  Physician, 
my  joy  in  him  was  seldom  long  interrupted.  He  approved  him- 
self indeed  as  the  guide  of  my  youth,  as  he  had  already  been  the 
friend  of  my  childhood,  and  he  would  not  permit  me  to  lose  the 
impression  of  his  sufferings  and  death  which  I had  early  received. 
Nor  did  he  withdraw  his  hand  from  me  as  I approached  the  age 
of  manhood.  Though  manifold  were  my  failings,  and  frequent 
rny  unfaithfulness,  he  did  not  forsake  his  covenant ; the  more 
deeply  I felt  my  poverty  and  unworthiness,  the  more  abun- 
dantly did  he  supply  my  need,  and  refresh  me  by  the  medi- 
tation upon  his  meritorious  life  and  bitter  passion,  into  which  I 
was  often  led  by  his  Holy  Spirit.  At  this  period,  I may  indeed 
say,  that  I endeavored  to  work  out  my  salvation  with  fear  and 
trembling;  I dreaded  every  temptation  to  levity  of  mind,  and 
sought  to  avoid  it.  From  this  cause,  I confined  my  reading  alto- 
gether to  religious  books  ; other  publications,  even  of  a profitable 
description,  I hesitated  to  look  into,  whereby  i lost  much  of  the 
knowledge  I had  acquired  at  school,  and  continued  ignorant  of 
many  subjects  which  are  useful  in  themselves,  and  which  tend  to 
adorn  the  human  character.  As  to  my  companions,  they  were  al- 
most without  exception  such,  as  were  disposed  to  converse  with 
me  upon  spiritual  topics;  yet  my  Saviour,  who  remained  the 
dearest  object  of  my  affections,  approved  himself  as  my  wise  and 
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faithful  counsellor  also  in  this  season  of  well-meant  but  erroneous 
scrupulosity;  and  I still  recollect  with  thankfulness  both  the  time 
and  the  place  in  which  he  set  my  mind  at  ease,  with  reference  to 
the  true  nature  of  my  connection  with  him,  and  his  requirements 
of  me.  It  was  as  though  he  stood  before  me,  and  said,  “ The  cove- 
nant which  I have  made  with  thee  is  grounded  upon  my  dying 
love  and  tender  mercy ; and  so  long  as  these  endure,  it  will  stand 
fast.”  Thus  graciously  and  compassionately  did  my  Saviour  deal 
with  me,  who  am  but  dust  and  ashes.  In  the  spring  of  1791,  I 
was  appointed  to  the  care  of  youth  in  the  Brethren’s  house.  The 
Lord  supported  me  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty,  and  heard  my 
prayers  in  behalf  of  these  dear  young  people. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  my  past  experience  of  the  love  and  grace 
of  my  Saviour,  I had  still  to  pass  through  a season  of  great  spi- 
ritual trial.  It  was  as  though  Satan  desired  to  have  me,  that  he 
might  sift  me  as  wheat ; and  had  not  my  Lord  graciously  stood 
by  me,  my  faith  must  have  failed  in  the  struggle.  But  it  was  evi- 
dently the  intention  of  my  heavenly  Friend  to  deprive  me  of 
every  earthly  stay,  and  to  leave  me  nothing  to  lean  upon,  but  his 
all-sufficient  grace.  That  I might  know  more  fully  what  is  in 
man,  and  how  thoroughly  corrupt  he  is  by  nature,  he  permitted 
me  so  far  to  give  way  to  unbelief,  that  I even  began  to  doubt  the 
truth  of  his  word,  and  to  regard  the  doctrine  of  his  humanity, 
sufferings,  and  death,  as  a cunningly  devised  fable.  Meanwhile, 
the  thought  of  death  became  terrible  to  me,  and  my  breast  was 
filled  with  doubts  and  fears,  and  the  pangs  of  a guilty  conscience. 
My  anguish  was  great,  and  seldom  relieved  by  a gleam  of  spirit- 
ual comfort  or  hope.  I was  indeed  to  learn,  that  without  Jesus 
heaven  itself  would  be  a cheerless  void,  and  the  earth  like  the 
jaws  of  hell.  Often  and  earnestly  did  I cry  for  mercy,  and  pour 
out  the  desires  of  my  heart.  After  two  months  spent  in  this  com- 
fortless state  of  mind,  the  Lord  was  pleased  to  reveal  unto  me 
anew  the  exceeding  greatness  of  his  love,  and  to  cause  the  light 
of  his  countenance  to  shine  upon  me.  I felt  as  one  born  again, 
and  received,  as  it  were,  a double  portion  of  the  spirit  of  gladness, 
so  that  I knew  not  how  to  express  my  thankfulness  to  my 
Almighty  Deliverer.  His  mercy  and  faithfulness  displayed  toward 
me  during  this  critical  period,  I shall  never  forget.  Through  the 
virtue  of  his  blood,  the  enemy  was  foiled,  and  I came  out  of  the 
conflict  more  than  conqueror. 

Being  fully  convinced,  that  the  path  to  heaven  and  eternal  hap-- 
piness  is  indeed  a narrow  way,  and  fearing  to  trust  myself  among 
the  children  of  this  world,  who  crowd  the  broad  road  leading  to 
perdition,  I had  formed  the  resolution  of  remaining  in  the  bosom 
of  a congregation  of  the  Brethren,  and  thus,  as  I thought,  avoid- 
ing the  temptations  and  the  perils  which  I must  expect  to  meet 
with  elsewhere.  My  natural  timidity  and  reserve,  at  the  same 
time,  disposed  me  to  think  that  I was  altogether  devoid  of  quali- 
fications for  the  service  of  our  Saviour.  Nor  did  the  general 
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opinion  on  this  subject  appear  to  be  very  different  from  my  own ; 
for  when  in  the  sequel  the  minister  of  the  congregation  at  Neu- 
dietendorf  announced  my  call  to  Greenland,  he  added,  “Thus  we 
see,  that  our  Saviour  is  sometimes  pleased  to  choose  one  out  of 
the  midst  of  his  flock  to  be  his  servant,  concerning  whom  no  such 
expectation  would  have  been  entertained  by  others.”  My  own 
experience  indeed  abundantly  testifies,  that  in  the  accomplishment 
of  his  gracious  purposes,  he  is  bound  by  no  rules  of  human  wis- 
dom, but  that  he  delights  to  sethis  love  upon  the  most  unworthy, 
and  to  work  by  instruments  in  themselves  the  weakest  and  least 
promising. 

When  the  idea  of  devoting  myself  to  the  service  of  the  Mis- 
sion in  Greenland  first  presented  itself  to  my  mind,  I shrunk  from 
it,  as  from  an  engagement  on  which  it  would  be  presumptuous 
for  me  to  enter.  My  superiors,  on  my  mentioning  it  to  them,  ap- 
peared to  see  the  matter  in  the  same  light,  and  affectionately 
counselled  me  to  consider  the  subject  more  maturely,  and  to 
weigh  well  the  difficulties  connected  with  it  arising  from  my 
youth,  inexperience,  and  retired  habits  of  life.  The  growing  con- 
victions of  my  heart  left  me  however  no  rest,  till  I had  communi- 
cated my  wishes  in  writing  to  the  Elders’  Conference  of  the  Unity. 
In  the  letter  which  I addressed  to  that  board,  I stated  my  willing- 
ness to  go  when  and  whithersoever  the  Lord  might  be  pleased 
to  direct,  adding,  however,  that  I felt  a peculiar  impulse  to  serve 
him  in  Greenland.  Nevertheless,  the  elders,  both  of  the  congre- 
gation and  of  the  Church  at  large,  still  hesitated  to  accept  my 
tender  of  service,  fearing  lest  it  might  proceed  from  a transient 
flow  of  youthful  zeal.  I was  therefore  summoned  into  the  presence 
of  the  former,  and  the  yarious  trials,  difficulties,  and  privations  of 
the  missionary  life  in  Greenland,  were  faithfully  set  before  me, 
Having  answered  all  their  queries  in  the  affirmative,  I concluded 
with  the  declaration,  that  should  it  be  my  Saviour’s  will,  that  I 
should  even  lose  my  life  on  the  passage  to  that -country,  I was 
not  the  less  prepared  cheerfully  to  obey  his  call  to  proceed  thither. 
At  length,  on  the  17th  of  February,  1793,1  received  an  appointment 
to  engage  in  the  service  of  the  Mission,  which  from  my  earliest 
years  had  been  to  me  a peculiar  object  of  interest  and  affection. 
1 accepted  it  joyfully,  and  without  conferring  with  flesh  and  blood  ; 
for  I felt  an  assurance  in  my  heart,  that  this  was  the  work  for 
which  our  Lord  had  been  pleased  to  destine  me,  even  before  I 
knew  him,  and  for  which  he  would  bestow  upon  me,  in  answer  to 
my  prayer,  the  needful  gifts  of  grace.  Of  the  several  branches 
of  education  which  had  occupied  my  attention  at  school,  none 
were  more  useful  to  me  in  my  subsequent  missionary  calling, 
than  Latin  and  music  ; my  acquaintance  with  the  former,  however 
limited,  materially  aiding  me  in  the  acquisition  of  the  Greenland 
language,  and  my  practical  knowledge  of  the  latter  qualifying  me 
to  lead  the  singing  in  the  public  and  private  meetings,  and  to  in- 
struct the  Greenland  converts  in  this  beautiful  department  of 
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Divine  worship.  The  separation  from  my  dear  and  aged  parents, 
who  could  not  immediately  reconcile  themselves  to  the  idea  of 
my  going  to  Greenland,  was  one  of  the  hardest  trials  I had  to  en- 
counter. Even  this,  however,  was  made  comparatively  light  to 
me,  by  their  eventual  acquiescence  in  what  they  believed  to  be 
the  will  of  our  Saviour.  The  parental  blessing  which  they  im- 
parted to  me  when  I bade  them  farewell,  I shall  never  forget. 
My  abode  during  a considerable  portion  of  my  early  life  in  the 
house  of  my  parents,  where,  together  with  much  of  outward  com- 
fort, I had  constant  employment,  and  was  inured  to  every  kind  of 
labor,  proved  a great  advantage  to  me  throughout  my  subsequent 
missionary  career. 

On  the  25th  of  February,  1793,  I set  out  from  Neudietendorf, 
attended  by  the  prayers  and  blessings  of  my  parents  and  the  con- 
gregation, and  accompanied  for  several  miles  on  my  way  by  a 
number  of  single  brethren  who  had  been  my  associates  at  that 
place.  Before  we  separated,  we  entered  into  a covenant  with  each 
other  to  remain  faithful  to  our  Saviour  until  death,  and  sang  a 
hymn  together  with  deep  emotion.  With  two  of  my  companions 
I proceeded  on  foot  to  Herrnhut,  by  way  of  Kleinwelcke.  Calling 
upon  the  late  Bishop  Baumeister  at  the  latter  place,  he  received 
me  with  the  exclamation : — “ Well,  my  brother,  you  look  as  if 
you  were  born  for  Greenland  ; ” an  idea  which  was  probably  sug- 
gested by  my  appearance  of  youthful  vigor,  and  which  indeed 
proved  to  be  well-grounded,  for  I have  enjoyed  much  better 
health  in  Greenland  than  I ever  did  in  Europe.  My  visit  at  Herrn- 
hut was  rendered  additionally  agreeable  and  profitable,  by  the  op- 
portunity afforded  me  of  becoming  personally  acquainted  with  the 
widows  of  two  of  the  first  Missionaries  to  Greenland.  Having  been 
accepted  as  a regular  assistant  in  the  service  of  the  Church,  I con- 
tinued my  journey  to  Copenhagen  by  way  of  Christiansfeld. 
After  a sojourn  of  fourteen  days  at  Copenhagen,  I went  on  board 
a vessel  called  The  Two  Sisters,  commanded  by  Captain  Lawrence 
Mathiesen.  This  worthy  man,  who  previous  to  this  period  had 
entertained  prejudices  against  the  Brethren’s  Church,  soon  laid 
them  aside  on  becoming  better  acquainted  with  its  doctrine  and 
constitution,  and  treated  me  throughout  our  voyage  of  thirteen 
weeks  with  the  utmost  kindness  and  attention.  I may  say  the 
same  of  the  whole  crew.  This  long  and  in  some  respects  lonely 
passage  added  largely  to  my  fund  of  spiritual  experience.  Many 
were  the  visits  of  grace  which  I received  from  my  faithful  Saviour, 
and  I had  need  of  them  to  enable  me  patiently  to  bear  the  trial  of 
my  faith,  and  successfully  to  withstand  the  temptations  wherewith 
I was  assailed  by  the  great  enemy.  I can  indeed  declare,  to  the 
praise  of  his  holy  name,  and  for  the  confirmation  of  others  of 
his  feeble  followers,  that  his  grace  was  sufficient  for  me , and 
his  strength  was  made  perfect  in  my  weakness  ; likewise,  that 
in  answer  to  his  gracious  inquiry,  Hast  thou  lacked  anything? 

I was  enabled  thankfully  to  declare,  “ Nothing , Lord.”  His  holy 
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word,  and  the  collection  of  hymns  in  use  in  the  Brethren’s  Church, 
were  a never-failing  source  of  instruction,  comfort,  and  encourage- 
ment. On  the  14th  of  July,  we  at  length  cast  anchor  off  the 
Danish  colony,  140  miles  to  the  northward  of  New-Herrnhut ; 
and  on  the  2d  of  August  I reached  that  settlement  in  safety 
The  text  appointed  for  the  day  of  my  arrival  was,  “ Be  of  good 
courage,  and  let  us  play  the  men  for  our  people,  and  for  the  cities 
of  our  God  : and  the  Lord  do  that  which  seemeth  him  good.” 
2 Sam.  x.  12. 

( To  be  continued.') 


(From  the  “Periodical  Accounts,”  &c.) 

II.  LABRADOR. 

On  the  14th  of  October,  the  Harmony  returned  to  her  accus- 
tomed anchorage  in  the  Thames,  after  a voyage  in  which  the  divine 
mercy  and  protection  were  abundantly  vouchsafed  both  to  the 
vessel  and  the  company  on  board.  On  her  passage  out  she  first  came 
in  contact  with  the  ice  on  the  24th  July,  at  a distance  of  about 
200  miles  from  the  coast  of  Labrador.  Having  tracked  her  way 
through  it  without  much  difficulty  or  hazard,  she  reached  Hope- 
dale  in  safety  on  the  28th  of  July.  Here  Brother  and  Sister 
Hertzberg  remained,  agreeably  to  their  appointment,  to  assist  in 
the  Mission  at  that  place;  Brother  Erdman  proceeding  with  the 
ship  and  Brother  and  Sister  Korner  to  Nain,  where  he  will  be  sta- 
tioned for  the  present.  From  Nain  the  Harmony  continued  her 
voyage  to  Okkak  and  Hebron,  and  while  lying  off  the  last- 
mentioned  settlement  encountered  a violent  gale,  under  circum- 
stances which  brought  the  vessel  into  imminent  peril.  For  some 
hours  the  captain,  who  with  two  boys  were  the  only  persons  on 
board,  (the  remaining  hands  being  variously  occupied  on  shore,) 
expected  that  the  vessel  would  part  from  her  cables,  and  be  driven 
upon  the  rocks;  but, by  God’s  mercy,  she  rode  out  the  gale  without 
sustaining  any  serious  damage.  From  Hebron,  which  station  she 
quitted  on  the  12th  September,  she  had  a favorable  voyage  across 
the  Atlantic,  and  on  entering  the  Thames  on  the  13th  October, 
she  happily  escaped  exposure  to  the  tempest,  which,  within  little 
more  than  a week  after,  effected  so  fearful  a destruction  of  human 
life  and  property  along  our  own  and  the  neighboring  coasts. 

No  Missionary  has  this  year  returned  with  the  Harmony,  though 
several,  including  Brother  Stiirman,  continue  more  or  less  infirm 
or  ailing.  The  reports  transmitted  this  year  to  the  Society,  are 
of  a more  cheering  complexion  than  those  of  the  year  preceding. 
The  Missionaries  at  Nain  and  Hopedale  had  less  reason  to  com- 
plain of  the  intrusive  visits  of  the  Southland  traders  ; and  the  state 
of  their  Esquimaux  congregations  had  on  the  whole  afforded  them 
satisfaction  and  encouragement.  The  buildings  at  Hebron  have 
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advanced  considerably  during  the  past  twelve  months,  but  they 
cannot  be  completed  till  our  brethren  receive  a large  supply  of 
shingles  for  roofing.  These,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  furnished  in  part 
from  the  other  settlements,  but  a considerable  portion  must  also 
be  forwarded  from  Europe. 


LETTERS  RECEIVED  FROM  LABRADOR  BY  THE  SOCIETY  FOR  THE 
FURTHERANCE  OF  THE  GOSPEL,  IN  1834. 

“ Hopedale , 30th  July , 1834. 

“ Dear  Brethren, — On  the  28th  inst.,  at  4 a.  m.,  we  received 
the  welcome  news  that  the  Harmony  was  approaching,  and  at 
8 o’clock  we  had  the  joy  to  see  her  come  to  anchor  in  our  bay. 
Praise  and  thanks  be  to  God  our  heavenly  Father  who  has  again 
so  safely  conducted  her  hither  by  his  Almighty  hand.  We  soon 
had  the  pleasure  to  welcome  the  captain  and  mate,  together  with 
Brother  and  Sister  Hertzberg,  and  the  single  Brother  Erdman.  In 
the  evening,  we  met  to  read  your  kind  letter  to  the  Missionaries 
here.  We  thank  you  for  all  your  good  wishes  for  us,  which  may 
the  Lord  hear  and  fulfil,  and  for  the  ample  provision  you  have 
made  for  all  our  wants. 

“To  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  we  are  under  the 
greatest  obligations  for  printing  the  book  of  Genesis,  for  the  use 
of  the  Labrador  Mission.  May  that  Lord  in  whose  service  they 
are  engaged,  shower  down  upon  them  his  choicest  blessings,  and 
cause  them  to  see  rich  fruits  of  their  labors  even  in  this  distant 
country. 

“ During  the  past  year,  the  Mission  at  this  place  has  enjoyed  a 
state  of  uninterrupted  tranquillity.  Though  we  cannot  speak  of 
great  awakenings  among  the  Heathen  who  resort  hither,  the 
Spirit  of  God  has  been  carrying  on  his  work  in  many  of  their 
number.  The  members  of  our  congregation  have  in  general 
shown  themselves  desirous  of  making  their  calling  and  election 
sure.  They  attended  the  public  and  private  meetings  with  great  di- 
ligence, and  found  much  delight  and  edification  in  them.  Of  this, 
many  of  their  expressions  gave  proof,  producing  within  us  the 
comfortable  assurance,  that  the  Lord  and  his  Spirit  are  in  nowise 
departed  from  us.  We  had  the  joy  to  see  a family  who  had  left 
us  in  1832,  and  again  in  the  following  year  return  with  the  firm 
resolution  to  forsake  no  more  the  fellowship  of  believers. 

“ During  the  winter  the  schools  were  diligently  attended,  and 
the  exertions  of  the  scholars  to  improve,  were  not  in  vain.  They 
learned  with  pleasure  to  read  and  repeat  texts  of  Scripture  and 
hymns ; and  we  often  had  the  joy  to  see  that  the  good  seed  sown 
in  their  young  hearts  produced  some  fruit,  and  that  the  Holy  Spi- 
rit made  the  truth  impressed  upon  their  memories  a blessing  to 
their  souls. 

“ Our  Esquimaux  did  not  meet  with  much  success  in  hunting 
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last  autumn,  nor  for  the  first  quarter  of  this  year,  insomuch  that 
they  began  to  feel  some  want;  yet,  by  the  mercy  of  God,  they 
suffered  no  real  hunger.  They  were  likewise  preserved  from  their 
usual  epidemic  sickness.  Till  the  beginning  of  January  the  cold 
was  moderate,  but  then  it  froze  to  26°  of  Reaumur.  Ever  since  the 
end  of  June,  we  have  had  the  finest  summer  weather,  and  our  gar- 
dens promise  a better  crop  than  last  year. 

“ Our  Missionary  family  has  cause  to  thank  our  Saviour  that 
he  has  preserved  to  all  of  us  a tolerable  share  of  health,  and 
strength  sufficient  for  our  daily  labors.  Brother  and  Sister  Koer- 
ner  left  us  for  the  service  of  the  Mission  at  Okkak,  and  were  suc- 
ceeded by  Brother  and  Sister  Glitsch. 

“ The  Southlanders  seem  more  and  more  disposed  to  settle  in 
these  parts,  and  our  Esquimaux  meet  with  them  every  where. 
They  endeavor  to  carry  on  a brisk  trade  with  our  people,  which 
causes  us  much  anxiety  in  a variety  of  ways. 

“ At  the  close  of  1833,  our  congregation  consisted  of  155  per- 
sons, of  whom  63  were  communicants,  and  59  children. 

(Signed)  John  Samuel  Meissner, 

Adam  Kunath, 

Zachary  Glitsch, 

Charles  Gottfried  Albrecht. 

Nain , 19 tli  August , 1834. 

Dearest  Brethren, — Among  the  members  of  our  congregat- 
ion, the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  has  continued  to  be  manifest,  and 
many  have  been  more  firmly  grounded  in  the  faith  of  Christ. 
The  services  at  the  chapel  were  diligently  attended,  and  the 
word  of  the  Cross  seemed  to  make  a deep  and  general  impression. 
Several  of  the  married  women  began  in  good  earnest  to  seek  the 
salvation  of  their  souls;  of  their  own  accord,  they  confessed  the 
vanities  to  which  they  had  hitherto  been  more  or  less  devoted, 
and  their  various  deviations  from  the  precepts  of  our  Saviour. 
Nor  did  we  fail  to  direct  these  mourners  with  all  their  sinfulness 
to  Jesus,  with  whom  alone  they  could  find  pardon  and  peace. 
The  festival-seasons,  and  all  the  services  of  the  congregation, 
proved  days  of  joy  and  encouragement  to  us. 

We  have  likewise  much  pleasure  in  seeing  how  diligently  the 
schools  are  attended,  and  how  well  the  children  learn  the  pass- 
ages of  Scripture  sometimes  selected  by  us,  and  sometimes  by 
themselves.  During  the  past  year,  fifteen  children  were  born 
and  baptized.  One  adult  and  two  children  departed  this  life.  Five 
persons  were  received  into  the  congregation,  and  three  admitted 
to  the  holy  communion.  Three  couples  were  married.  Six 
have  left  our  connection.  The  whole  number  of  souls  under  our 
care  is  248,  among  whom  are  104  communicants. 

Our  Esquimaux  have  in  general  been  blest  with  health.  In  au- 
tumn they  got  a tolerable  number  of  seals,  but  in  spring  very  few. 

VfLt  V,— 50 
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The  Southlanders  continue  to  approach  us,  and  to  be  a snare  to 
our  Esquimaux.  Our  people  have  suffered  no  hunger,  as  they 
were  enabled  to  catch  a large  quantity  of  codfish. 

The  cold  last  winter  continued  severe,  but  in  the  spring  the 
weather  was  pleasant,  so  that  we  could  cultivate  our  garden.  We 
have  a fine  warm  summer,  and  are  herein  favored  beyond  former 
years,  having  the  promise  of  a good  crop  of  vegetables.  By  the 
mercy  of  the  Lord  we  have  enjoyed  good  health,  and  could  attend 
with  pleasure  to  our  daily  labors.  Brother  Fritsche,  who  has 
faithfully  served  this  Mission,  will  go  with  the  Harmony  to  Okkak, 
Brother  Frederick  Erdman  succeeds  him  here. 

(Signed)  John  Lunberg, 

Christian  Benedict  Henn, 

John  Christian  Beck, 
Frederick  Charles  Fritsche. 

“ Okkak , 30*A  August , 1834. 

“ Dearest  Brethren, — That  gracious  Lord,  who,  in  the 
most  wonderful  manner,  has  for  so  many  years  preserved  the  ship 
in  her  dangerous  navigation,  has  again  enabled  her  to  deliver  her 
cargo  in  safety. 

“ Brother  Sturman,  whose  precarious  state  of  health  we  reported 
to  you  last  year,  has  so  far  recovered  that  he  is  able  to  keep 
school,  and  also  to  write  a letter.  The  rest  of  us  have  enjoyed  a 
tolerable  share  of  health,  and  the  Lord  gave  us  strength  for  our 
daily  labors. 

“ The  schools  with  the  children  have  been  regularly  kept,  and  we 
can  in  general  rejoice  over  the  progress  they  make  in  learning. 
They  commit  Scripture  texts  and  hymns  to  memory,  with  great 
delight.  Some  of  them  indeed  are  negligent,  and  require  reproof 
and  exhortation.  The  festivals  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  other 
festival  and  memorial-days,  particularly  the  celebration  of  the 
holy  sacrament,  were  seasons  of  blessing. 

“ During  the  past  year  we  have  heard  of  no  transgressions,  by 
which  any  of  our  people  have  forfeited  their  privileges  in  the 
church.  Many  of  our  young  people  are  awakened,  and  desire  to 
advance  in  Church  privileges,  and  to  grow  in  the  knowledge  of 
Jesus  Christ  as  their  Saviour.  This  is  the  case  also  with  the  can- 
didates for  baptism.  Six  adults  and  a child  were  baptized  during 
the  past  year ; five  baptized  as  children  were  received  into  the 
congregation  ; nine  partook  for  the  first  time  of  the  holy  commu- 
nion, and  eleven  became  candidates. 

“ At  the  close  of  last  year,  the  number  of  Esquimaux  residing 
here  was  343  ; among  whom  were  125  communicants,  49  baptized 
adults,  and  135  baptized  boys  and  girls ; but  by  the  departure 
of  several  families  to  other  settlements  our  whole  number  has 
been  lowered  to  334. 

“ Our  heavenly  Father  has  graciously  cared  for  the  outward 
maintenance  of  our  people,  who  obtained  a tolerable  supply  of  seals 


FROM  LABRADOR. 


395 


and  fish,  and  therefore  did  not  suffer  from  hunger.  On  the  28th  of 
November  all  the  water  in  our  neighborhood  was  covered  with  ice; 
the  winter  continued  cold  and  stormy,  with  much  snow ; Fahren- 
heit’s thermometer  sunk  to  30  degrees  below  zero.  In  spring  the 
weather  grew  milder,  yet  the  Esquimaux  obtained  but  a small  stock 
of  provisions.  The  weather  is  now  pleasant  and  fruitful,  and  we 
expect  a tolerable  crop  from  our  garden.  It  is  remarkable  that 
in  the  month  of  July  we  had  no  night  frosts,  and  more  rain  from 
October  last  to  April  this  year.  The  Esquimaux  have  not  suffered 
from  the  usual  epidemics  ; but  we  had  several  cases  of  severe 
illness,  by  which  some  were  carried  off. 

“ Brother  and  Sister  Morhardt,  who  have  served  this  congrega- 
tion one  year,  are  called  to  Hebron,  and  we  commend  them  to  the 
protection  of  God  on  their  voyage. 

(Signed)  John  Lewis  Morhardt, 

Samuel  Sturman, 

G.  F.  Knaus, 

John  Koerner.” 

“ Hebron,  10 th  August,  1834. 

“ Dearest  Brethren, — Since  the  date  of  our  last,  we  and  our 
small  Esquimaux  congregation  have  remained  in  a quiet  and  un- 
interrupted course,  and  though  we  have  not  many  remarkable 
circumstances  to  relate,  we  have  great  cause  for  thankfulness  to 
our  Lord  and  Saviour,  for  the  many  instances  of  his  faithfulness 
and  care,  which  have  been  experienced  by  our  Esquimaux,  and 
for  many  cheering  proofs  of  the  work  of  his  Spirit  in  their  hearts. 
We  cannot  complain  that  our  people  have  neglected  the  public 
services,  and  whenever  we  met  in  his  name,  the  Lord  has  granted 
a blessing  to  every  waiting  soul. 

“ January  6,  being  Epiphany,  four  persons  w^ere  added  to  the 
Christian  Church  by  holy  baptism. 

“ Our  congregation  consists  of  104  persons,  of  whom  44  are  com- 
municants, and  18  are  baptized  adults,  not  yet  communicants.  To 
these  may  be  added  40  baptized  children,  nine  candidates  for  bap- 
tism, and  14  heathen  inhabitants.  The  schools  were  a particu- 
lar object  of  our  attention. 

“At  the  examination  on  the  21st  March,  held  with  36  children, 
pleasing  proofs  of  their  progress  w’ere  afforded,  to  the  astonish- 
ment of  their  parents  who  were  present,  who  were  surprised  at 
the  facility  with  which  they  answered  the  questions  put  to  them 
on  various  subjects.  By  this  we  see  how  easily  even  Esquimaux 
children  learn  to  read  and  write,  if  they  only  set  about  it  zealous- 
ly, and  are  encouraged  by  their  parents,  which  is  not  always  the 
case.  After  they  are  14  or  16  years  old,  though  they  like  to  come 
to  school,  they  do  not  seem  to  comprehend  much  of  what  is  taught ; 
we  are  therefore  the  more  anxious,  to  improve  to  the  utmost  the 
season  of  childhood,  as  a season  of  spiritual  profit. 
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“We  cannot  make  the  same  agreeable  report  of  our  intercourse 
with  our  northern  visiters,  who  pay  but  little  attention  to  our  ex- 
hortations. We,  however,  live  in  hopes  that  the  Lord  will  touch 
their  hearts,  and  cause  them  to  ask,  what  they  must  do  to  be  saved. 
In  July  two  boats  full  of  Heathen  arrived,  and  all  of  them  visited 
us  in  our  dwellings,  but  only  one  person  resolved  to  stay  here. 
This  was  an  old  widow  who,  through  the  medium  of  her  daugh- 
ter, made  known  her  wish  to  stay  and  hear  the  word  of  God.  We 
hope  she  will  be  followed  by  others.  By  the  mercy  of  our  hea- 
venly Father,  we  and  our  people  have  been  provided  with  all  the 
necessaries  of  life.  On  the  30th  July,  our  Esquimaux  succeeded 
in  bringing  hither  two  rafts  with  firewood,  so  that  we  hope  to  ex- 
perience no  want  of  it  in  the  ensuing  winter,  especially  as  you  have 
again  sent  us  a stock  of  coal  by  the  ship,  for  which  we  return  you 
our  best  thanks.  The  intense  cold  did  not  set  in  till  after  Janu- 
ary, when  it  was  33  degrees  below  zero,  of  Fahrenheit. 

“ In  our  Missionary  family  we  have,  by  God’s  blessing,  enjoyed 
uninterrupted  health.  We  have  done  our  best  to  further  the  build- 
ing of  the  new  house,  and  the  Lord’s  blessing  has  attended  our 
labors.  From  the  return  of  the  ship  on  the  12th  September,  to  the 
beginning  of  winter,  we  could  hardly  spend  seven  days  at  work  out 
of  doors.  April  15th,  with  the  help  of  six  young  Esquimaux,  we 
raised  the  beams  of  the  roof,  and-the  little  turret  upon  the  church. 
The  most  difficult  part  of  our  work  was  laying  the  foundation  of 
the  house  ; for  though  there  are  stones  enough  here,  we  meet  with 
few  fit  for  this  purpose,  and  even  these  had  to  be  brought  over  ex- 
ceedingly steep  and  rugged  tracts.  If  we  are  favored  with  health 
and  strength,  wTe  hope  to  finish  the  house  by  the  beginning  of  Juno 
next  year.  Jonathan  Mentzel, 

August  Freytag, 
Ferdinand  Kruth.” 

P.  S.  Brother  and  Sister  Stock  left  us  for  Nain  in  the  Union. 

extracts  from  private  correspondence. 

From  Nain. 

“ The  past  winter  has  been  a season  of  much  greater  satisfaction 
to  us  than  the  preceding.  Many  of  our  Esquimaux  appear  to  have 
been  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God  to  serious  self-examination,  and  we 
cherish  the  hope  that  the  spiritual  advantages  they  have  enjoyed, 
will  not  have  been  conferred  in  vain.  Instances  of  this  kind  prove 
a great  encouragement  to  us,  to  continue  to  proclaim  the  Gospel  to 
the  poor  Esquimaux,  for  we  see  that  the  Lord  is  still  with  us. 
The  New  Testament  remains  in  constant  use  among  our  people, 
and  never  fails  to  be  their  companion  and  guide,  during  their  ab- 
sence from  us  at  the  out-places  in  the  spring  and  summer.  We 
should  be  thankful  to  receive  a further  supply  of  the  Ten  Com- 
mandments and  the  Lord's  Prayer. 


John  Lundberg.” 
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From  Hopedale. 

“Last  winter  I had  abundant  employment,  having  been  ap- 
pointed, among  the  rest,  to  take  charge  of  the  schools.  Many  of 
the  children  afforded  me  much  pleasure  by  their  diligence  and 
progress  in  learning.  With  the  Esquimaux  language  I am  by 
degrees  becoming  a little  more  familiar.  On  the  Sunday  after 
Easter,  I ventured  to  deliver  my  first  public  discourse  to  the 
congregation. 

C.  G.  Albrecht.” 

From  Okkak. 

“You  will  perhaps  be  surprised  to  receive  a letter  from  my 
hand,  supposing  me,  ere  this,  to  have  joined  the  Church  triumph- 
ant ; yet  since  our  Saviour  has  been  pleased  to  prolong  my  season 
of  trial  here  below,  l am  desirous  to  tell  you  of  the  goodness  and 
mercy  which  have  thus  far  followed  me,  and  to  express  the  earnest 
desire  of  my  heart,  to  turn  to  the  best  account  the  days  that  may 
remain  of  my  pilgrimage. 

“Though  I continue  lame  and  weak,  I have  been  enabled  to 
take  some  share  in  the  Missionary  work.  Besides  keeping 
school,  I have  assisted  in  the  service  of  the  Lord’s  house,  and  in 
other  respects  gladly  do  what  I can.  As  long  as  I need  not  be 
an  idle  looker-on,  I have  no  wish  to  leave  my  post. 

S.  Sturman.” 

“In  the  course  of  last  winter,  I finished  a translation  of  the 
prophecies  of  Isaiah,  which  is  now  undergoing  a complete  revi- 
sion by  Brethren  competent  to  the  task,  in  the  other  settlements. 
If  the  Lord  permit,  it  is  my  intention  to  employ  myself  during 
the  present  winter  with  the  translation  of  the  book  of  Exodus. 

L.  Moriiardt.” 

“ My  abode  at  Nain  last  year  afforded  me  much  pleasure.  It 
was  evident  that  our  simple  preaching  of  the  sufferings  and  death 
of  Jesus  made  an  impression  upon  the  hearts  of  our  hearers;  to 
this,  the  conversations  which  I had  from  time  to  time  with  visit- 
ing Esquimaux,  bore  sufficient  testimony.  The  knowledge  of  the 
truths  of  the  Gospel  which  many  of  them  exhibited,  surprised  me. 
I question  whether  many  European  Christians  in  the  same  rank 
of  life  could  be  found  possessing  clearer  views. 

F.  C.  Fritsche.” 

From  Hebron. 

“ On  the  23d  of  April  last,  I had  once  again  the  pleasure  of 
walking  under  trees,  for  in  this  naked  region  one  is  accustomed 
to  walk  over  them.  This  was  a treat  that  I had  not  enjoyed  since 
I left  Europe,  three  years  ago,  and  which  is  a greater  rarity  with 
the  dwellers  at  Hebron,  than  with  the  citizens  of  London.  I 
allude  to  an  excursion  that  I made  with  Brother  Kruth  to  the 
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wood  at  Nappartok,  the  extent  of  which  cannot  be  so  very  incon- 
siderable, as  what  we  saw  was  only  a part  of  it.  The  pines  which 
are  found  at  this  place  are  not  indeed  fit  for  building,  owing  to  the 
extraordinary  number  of  branches  which  they  throw  out,  and  the 
twisted  character  of  the  stem,  which  in  many  instances  has  the 
appearance  of  a cable,  and  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  split.  Our  ex- 
pedition was  rendered  additionally  pleasant,  by  the  firmness  of 
the  track,  the  brilliancy'of  the  weather,  and  the  fleetness  of  our 
good-natured  dogs.  We  were  only  twelve  hours  absent  from 
home,  and  five  of  these  were  spent  in  the  forest,  which  is  nearly 
thirty  miles  from  Hebron.  We  brought  back  with  us  the  stems 
of  two  middling-sized  trees,  (twice  that  number  are  a load  for  a 
team  of  dogs;)  these  being  placed  upon  the  sledge,  and  covered 
with  a bear-skin,  formed  our  seat,  and  raised  us  sufficiently  above 
the  vehicle,  to  save  our  legs  from  many  a blow  from  the  stones  or 
masses  of  ice  protruding  through  the  snow. 

“ During  the  past  year,  I have  been  diligently  employed  with  my 
friend  and  comrade,  Brother  Kruth,  in  the  construction  of  our 
intended  church  and  mission-house.  The  doors  are  almost  all  in 
readiness ; of  the  windows,  30  are  finished,  and  27  are  in  hand, 
but  the  whole  number  required  amounts  to  nearly  80.  Nearly 
half  of  the  frames  I have  still  to  make  are  for  double  window’s. 
An  arrangement  of  this  kind  is  highly  necessary  in  all  our  dwell- 
ing-rooms, otherwise  the  severe  frost  would  break  the  windows. 

August  Freytag.” 


III.  WEST  INDIES. 

1.  JAMAICA. 

EXTRACT  FROM  THE  DIARY  OF  NEW-FULNECK  FOR  1833. 

(' Continued  from  p.  345.) 

August  21s*.  I rode  to  Ipswdch  estate  to  catechize  the  people, 
Mr.  S.,  the  attorney,  having  given  me  permission  to  instruct  the 
second  gang  for  an  hour  and  a half  every  fortnight.  The  old, 
sick,  and  infirm  likewise  attend,  and  I trust  that  a word  in  season 
may  fall  upon  some  prepared  hearts. 

Sunday , September  22 d.  This  being  our  prayer-aay,  a very  large 
-congregation  assembled.  Five  persons  were  baptized,  and  the 
solemnity  seemed  to  affect  those  present  greatly : a number  of 
-candidates  also  w^ere  added  to  the  class,  and  in  the  meeting  for  the 
congregation,  eight  persons  were  received  as  members. 

25th.°  I rode  to  Ipswich,  where,  I trust,  many  both  young  and 
old,  are  benefited  by  our  instructions.  At  Y.  S.  the  children 
came  with  evident  delight,  and  were  joined  by  above  twenty  old 
people.  The  latter  having  lived  so  many  years  without  God  in 
the  w’orld,  are  indeed  dark  and  benighted.  Alas  ! ignorance  and 
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vice  still  throw  their  arms  around  more  than  three-fourths  of  the 
population  ! One  old  woman,  whom  I had  seen  before,  came  to 
show  herself  to  me  to-day,  accompanied  by  another  woman. 
When  I began  to  speak  of  our  Saviour’s  love  manifested  by  his 
death  on  the  cross,  she  shook  her  head  and  answered,  “ No,  no, 
to  you  we  look,  to  you  we  look and  although  I continued  to 
press  upon  their  notice  the  love  of  Christ,  in  coming  to  seek  and 
save  the  lost,  I left  these  two  old  Africans  without  making 
apparently  the  least  impression.  The  veil  can  be  withdrawn 
only  by  the  influence  of  the  blessed  Spirit. 

On  Sunday  the  29th,  we  celebrated  the  festival  of  the  married 
people;  when  fifty  couples  attended,  and  were  seriously  admon- 
ished on  the  important  but  much  neglected  duty  of  attending  to 
the  religious  education  of  their  children. 

October  ls£.  For  more  than  eighteen  months  my  visits  and 
lectures  at  Springfield  had  ceased,  on  account  of  the  indifference 
and  opposition  manifested  by  the  free  people  ever  since  the 
rebellion.  Some  of  them  having  now  seen  their  error,  I this 
morning  recommenced  my  instructions,  which  were  attended  by 
most  of  my  former  hearers. 

5th.  One  woman  from  Y.  S.  remembered  the  parables  which 
had  been  the  texts  for  several  successive  Sundays,  and  could  point 
out  their  signification  with  considerable  exactness.  On  being 
asked  whether  she  prayed  for  the  assistance  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
she  replied,  “ Oh  yes,  me  pray  to  my  Saviour  to  pour  down  his 
Holy  Spirit  upon  me,  and  help  me  to  keep  his  word.”  Another 
old  woman,  crippled  with  disease,  said,  “ When  me  think  of  my 
dear  Saviour,  me  happy ; when  pain  take  me,  me  pray  and  then 
me  see  the  pain  go  away  : me  got  nothing  to  think  upon  but  my 
dear  Saviour.” 

8th.  I visited  several  families  in  the  district  called  Middle- 
Quarters,  where  we  formerly  had  a school.  In  the  first  house,  I 
had  a long  conversation  with  a man  nearly  a hundred  years  old, 
who  has  buried  almost  all  his  children  and  grandchildren.  He 
still  enjoys  good  health,  walks  about  with  ease,  and  seems  quite 
cheerful ; but  there  is  an  awful  blank  in  the  soul : the  eyes  of  his 
body  are  clear,  but  those  of  his  mind  are  grievously  darkened  ; 
yet,  as  he  appears  willing  to  learn,  I trust  the  Holy  Spirit  may 
bring  him  to  a knowledge  of  himself,  and  of  the  Saviour  whom 
he  so  much  needs,  I distributed  a number  of  tracts,  with  the 
prayer  that  the  Lord  would  bless  them  to  the  souls  of  many 
readers. 

19th.  I called  to  see  a young  woman,  whose  name  had  been 
struck  oft’  the  list  of  new  people  on  account  of  her  sinful  conduct. 
Her  sin,  however,  found  her  out,  and  for  two  weeks  she  endured 
an  agony  which  filled  her  mouth  with  imprecations : during  the 
last  few  days,  though  apparently  delirious,  her  language  has, 
changed,  and  now  her  time  is  spent  in  exhorting  all  who  visit  her, 
to  cease  from  their  sins,  and  take  refuge  with  Jesus.  To  a young 
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woman  who  came  to  see  her,  she  addressed  herself  with  great 
emphasis:  “Matilda,  I am  the  worst,  and  you  the  next,  on  this 
property ; you  shut  your  door  on  Sundays,  in  order  to  sew  your 
clothes  without  being  seen.  I used  to  do  so,  now  you  see  to 
what  I am  come.  God  save  you.  Go  to  church  to  hear  God’s 
word,  and  save  your  soul.”  “ Oh  that  lie  ! I remember  well 
when  Mrs.  Zorn  reproved  me  for  my  sin,  and  when  I laughed 
and  denied  it.  Oh  that’dreadful  lie  !” 

December  2hth.  The  congregation  was  numerous  and  attentive, 
which  is  not  usual  at  this  solemn  festival,  generally,  alas  ! devoted 
to  bacchanalian  revelry.  The  history  of  our  Saviour’s  incarna- 
tion seemed  to  make  a deeper  impression  upon  the  minds  of  the 
hearers  than  usual,  as  was  evident  from  the  answers  given  to 
questions  put  during  the  second  meeting. 

26th.  The  chapel  was  still  more  crowded  than  yesterday,  and 
many  strangers  attended  who  never  came  before.  At  the  child- 
ren’s meeting  and  love-feast,  nearly  200  had  assembled,  and  they 
were  delighted  with  the  little  rewards  which,  through  the  kind- 
ness of  our  friends,  we  were  enabled  to  distribute  among  the  most 
deserving.  They  united  their  youthful  voices  in  singing  the 
praises  of  our  Immanuel. 

31st.  This  evening  I addressed  the  people  at  Bloomsbury,  and 
thus  concluded  a year  eminently  marked  with  the  Lord’s  blessing. 

Jacob  Zorn. 

LETTER  FROM  BROTHER  JACOB  ZORN. 

il  Spring  - Vale,  Sept.  1 6th,  1834. 

“ My  Dear  Brother, — The  first  of  August,  a day  so  interest- 
ing to  every  humane  mind,  was  a season  of  joy  and  thanksgiving 
to  our  negro  population.  The  House  of  Assembly  having 
declared  it  a public  holyday  throughout  the  island,  the  liberated 
blacks  every  where  thronged  the  courts  of  our  God,  who  in  his 
good  providence  had  accomplished  what  many  could  scarcely 
believe  possible. 

“ The  crowds  of  worshippers  in  all  the  churches  and  chapels 
on  that  day,  among  whom  were  many  who  seldom  or  never  enter 
the  house  of  God,  impressed  my  mind  with  the  pleasing  thought, 
that  even  among  those  who  have  not  the  fear  of  God  before  their 
eyes,  or  the  love  of  the  Saviour  in  their  hearts,  some  indistinct 
notions  prevailed,  that  their  emancipation  from  temporal  thraldom 
was  to  be  ascribed  to  the  wonder-working  hand  of  the  ‘ Giver  of 
every  good  and  perfect  gift.’  This  liberation  from  the  yoke  of 
bodily  slavery  will,  we  humbly  hope,  be  also  the  means  of  bring- 
ing many  out  of  the  more  galling  bondage  of  Satan,  ‘ who  j-uleth 
in  the  children  of  disobedience ;’  that  many  may  know  the  truth, 
and  the  truth  may  make  them  free ; that  thousands  who  never 
before  saw  their  abject  condition,  as  slaves  of  sin  and  Satan,  may 
‘ be  made  free  from  sin,  and  become  the  servants  of  righteousness/ 

“ It  is,  indeed,  most  satisfactory  to  observe,  that  a desire  for 
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hearing  the  word  of  God,  and  of  learning  to  read  it,  has  continued 
unabated  ever  since,  filling  our  hearts  with  pleasing  hopes  of  a 
rich  harvest  of  souls.  At  Fairfield,  the  negroes  began  about 
the  middle  of  June  to  attend  the  chapel  far  more  numerously  and 
regularly  than  before,  and  ever  since  the  1st  of  August,  there  have 
been  double  congregations  ; so  that  while  one  brother  is  making 
known  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  to  a crowded  audience  in  the 
chapel,  the  other  has  frequently  a greater  number  outside,  under 
the  shade  of  some  spreading  trees.  The  Sunday  school  is  well 
attended,  sometimes  by  nearly  200  children  ; and  the  Brethren 
Ricksecker  and  Collis  have  reported  to  me,  that  the  ardor  of 
both  children  and  adults  to  learn  to  read  the  sacred  Scriptures  is 
unparalleled,  and  truly  encouraging.  At  New-Eden,  Brother 
Renkewitz  earnestly  desires  the  enlargement  of  his  chapel,  and 
would  indeed  be  still  more  urgent,  did  not  the  preaching  place  in 
Mile-Gully  take  off  a good  number  of  his  flock.  The  class  of 
new  people  and  candidates  in  the  lowland  division  of  his  congre- 
gation, (there  is  besides  a mountain  division,)  he  informed  me, 
numbers  upward  of  400.  At  our  place  of  worship,  New-Fulneck, 
we  have  generally  been  obliged,  since  the  1st  of  August,  to  send 
out  more  than  200  children  and  young  people,  to  make  place  for 
the  adults.  The  attention  they  pay  is  cheering,  and  the  desire  of 
many  children  and  young  people  to  attend  the  Sunday  school  is 
not  less  so.  New-Carmel  has  had  its  full  share  of  encourage- 
ment; Brother  Scholefield  writes  that  he  has  generally  been 
obliged  to  request  one  of  his  members  to  read  a printed  sermon 
to  a separate  congregation  in  the  school-room,  while  he  himself 
occupied  the  chapel.  The  negroes  from  an  estate  in  the  immedi- 
ate neighborhood,  on  which  they  were  formerly  entirely  debarred 
from  attending  the  services  of  God’s  house,  now  flock  to  the 
chapel,  and  show  an  eagerness  to  learn  to  read,  quite  unexampled, 
which,  through  the  kind  co-operation  of  the  family  at  Hopeton, 
who  give  them  instruction  in  the  evening,  will  probably  be  turned 
to  very  good  account.  Brother  Pfeiffer  at  Beaufort  is  also 
encouraged,  and  Brother  Robbins  at  Irwin-Hill  not  less  so. 
The  abolition  of  the  Sunday  market  (an  evil  by  which  that  congre- 
gation wa3  affected  more  than  any  other)  is  producing  the  happiest 
results.  In  the  well-filled  chapel,  there  are  also  sometimes 
eighteen  to  twenty  white  hearers ; and  Brother  Robbins’  school, 
which  is  kept  three  days  a-week,  numbers  about  ninety  children. 

44  On  the  whole,  then,  you  perceive  that  the  voice  of  joy  and 
thanksgiving  should  be  heard  in  our  tabernacles  ; I hope  it  is,  and 
that  we  all  acknowledge  and  adore  the  Lord’s  loving  kindness 
dealing  thus  gently  with  this  guilty  land.  With  such  pressing 
calls  for  help  as  these  are,  which  reach  our  ears  in  Jamaica,  we 
cannot  doubt  that  the  Lord  will  graciously  listen  to  the  prayer  of 
faith,  which  we  address  to  his  mercy-seat,  and  will  supply  men 
and  means  necessary  for  the  maintenance  and  extension  of  his 
vineyard.  Such  is  my  belief ; and  therefore,  though  one  of  our 
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number  has  been  removed  by  death,  and  the  want  of  funds  seems 
a great  obstacle,  we  look  forward  with  cheerful  anticipation  to 
the  glory  of  Christ’s  kingdom  in  this  land. 

“ The  469  acres  of  land,  and  the  100Z.  offered  to  us  by  the 
Hon.  D.  Skaife,  between  Fairfield  and  New-Bethlehem,  we  have 
determined  to  accept,  as  it  will  entail  no  expense  on  the  Mission  ; 
but  as  the  title  has  not  yet  been  made  out,  we  have  not  com- 
menced the  small  place  of  worship  our  island  funds  will  enable  us 
to  undertake.  To  the  small  chapel  we  wish  to  erect  in  Mile-Gully, 
the  Hon.  D.  Robertson  has  subscribed  50Z. ; Win.  Peart,  Esq., 
50Z. ; and  Joseph  Bramwell,  Esq.,  will  give  several  acres  of  land.” 

FROM  BROTHER  J.  RENKEWITZ. 

“ New-Eden,  July  23 d,  1834. 

“ My  Dear  Brother, — I am  thankful  to  inform  you,  that  our 
congregation  is  increasing  in  number  and  spirituality.  What 
some  time  ago  appeared  a drooping  and  withering  branch,  now 
shows  by  its  fruitfulness  a healthy  state,  and  an  intimate  connec- 
tion with  the  true  and  living  Vine.  Sunday  again  presents  us  with 
a lively  scene  ; our  church  is  regularly  filled,  while  numbers  who 
cannot  gain  admittance,  crowd  round  the  windows  and  doors,  or, 
unable  to  hear,  sit  down  at  some  distance  on  the  grass. 

“ Had  we  means,  I should  certainly  propose  the  enlargement  of 
our  place  of  worship.  Within  the  three  or  four  months  past,  upward 
of  100  negroes  from  a single  estate,  the  Bogue,  have  called  upon 
us,  and  requested  to  have  their  names  entered  upoiv  our  books 
as  new  people,  expressing  a determination  to  renounce  their  hea- 
thenish customs,  and  give  themselves  up  entirely  to  the  Lord. 
We  hope  that  this  is  not  a mere  sudden  impulse,  but  that  it  is  the 
work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  will  prove  lasting.  Indeed,  there 
seems  to  be  a general  movement  among  the  dry  bones,  as  every 
where  we  hear  of  crowded  places  of  worship,  and  attentive  audi- 
tories. Our  out-post  at  Rippon,  in  Mile-Gully,  is  in  a flourishing 
state,  and  we  are  raising  a subscription  to  enable  us  to  erect  a new 
building.  A few  Sundays  ago,  while  I was  preaching  in  the  old 
and  ruined  house  which  we  at  present  occupy,  part  of  the  floor 
gave  way,  and  landed  some  of  the  congregation  a few  feet  below 
us,  without  any  personal  injury.  The  negroes  themselves  are 
very  solicitous  to  have  a new  and  larger  church,  and  have  pro- 
mised to  give  their  services  on  holydays,  and  to  work  diligently  at 
its  erection.  Of  late  I have  been  obliged  to  address  them  in* the 
open  air,  as  the  numbers  outside  have  been  greater  than  those 
within  the  walls.  Some  who  nowT  attend  have  told  me,  that  till 
lately  they  never  saw  a minister,  or  entered  a place  of  worship; 
which  statement  has  been  confirmed  by  our  assistant,  who  is  un- 
wearied in  his  endeavors  to  induce  the  people  to  come  to  church, 
and  has  been  very  useful  in  this  neighborhood.  We  have  also 
commenced  a school  at  Rippon  for  children  under  six  years  of 
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age,  and  have  placed  it  under  the  management  of  a sensible  widow 
woman.  Our  school  at  New-Eden  is  attended  by  thirty  scholars, 
and  is  increasing.  * J.  Renkewitz.” 

FROM  SISTER  SCHOLEFIELD. 

“ New-Carmel,  September  3d,  1834. 

“ Since  the  1st  of  August  our  church  has  not  been  able  to  con- 
tain more  than  half  of  those  who  flock  hither  to  hear  the  words  of 
eternal  life.  On  that  memorable  day  not  less  than  twelve  hundred 
negroes  assembled  atNew-Carmel,  and  the  same  was  the  case  on  the 
following  Sunday.  On  both  these  occasions  we  had  four  services; 
proceeding  at  the  same  time  : Brother  Scholefield  addressing  the 
crowded  auditory  in  the  church,  and  our  valuable  assistants,  Les- 
ley and  Hamilton,  reading  discourses  to  the  numerous  companies 
assembled  in  the  school-room  and  in  the  open  air.  The  prospect 
before  us  is,  indeed,  cheering  beyond  all  our  previous  expe- 
rience.” 


2.  ANTIGUA. 

EXTRACT  OF  A LETTER  FROM  BROTHER  B.  HARVEY. 

“ St.  Johns , August  20 th,  1834. 

“Dear  Brother, — On  the  memorable  first  of  August,  when 
the  thousands  of  slaves  in  Antigua  were  for  ever  manumitted 
and  set  free,  a multitude  of  people  (between  three  and  four  thou- 
sand) assembled  at  our  settlement  in  this  town,  in  a manner  so 
extraordinary,  that  we  cannot  call  it  to  mind  without  admiration. 
To  see  such  a number  of  people  congregating  together  from  the 
surrounding  country,  pressing  forward  in  their  way  4 to  enter 
into  the  gates  of  the  Lord  with  thanksgiving,  and  into  his  courts 
with  praise,’  in  so  solemn  a manner,  was  a wonderful  sight  to 
behold.  No  tawdry  dresses,  no  loud  talking,  no  stopping  in  the 
way  for  salutations  or  idle  conversation,  but  all  in  solemn  still- 
ness hastening  their  steps  toward  the  sanctuary,  as  though  every 
heart  was  so  much  engaged  in  the  thought  of  ‘ offering  up  the  sacri- 
fice of  thanksgiving,  and  calling  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord,’ 
that  they  had  neither  time  nor  inclination  to  turn  to  the  right 
hand  or  to  the  left.  And  when  assembled  within  the  gates  of  our 
little  Zion,  it  was  equally  evident  that  they  considered  this  day 
as  * holy  to  the  Lord,  and  a day  which  the  Lord  had  made.’  It 
was  indeed  a solemn  assembly. 

“ The  attendance  at  the  church  continues  overflowing,  with 
every  appearance  of  our  having  in  future  so  numerous  a congre- 
gation on  the  sabbath-day,  that  we  are  erecting  fixed  seats  outside 
the  church,  and  about  the  houses  in  the  yard,  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  such  as  cannot  find  entrance  within  the  building : and 
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these  seats  will  be  so  situated  that  the  occupants  will  hear  4 the 
joyful  sound  ’ of  the  Gospel,  proclaimed  from  the  pulpit  in  the 
church,  provided  always  that  the  preacher  ‘ lift  up  his  voice  like  a 
trumpet  and  cry  aloud,  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God  which  taketh 
away  the  sin  of  the  world  ! Behold  the  Man  ! Behold  your  God  !’ 

“ The  church  (being  60  feet  square)  with  the  gallery  and  the 
vestry,  is  capable  of  accommodating  2000  persons.  The  school- 
house  will  contain  about  900,  and  for  all  this  it  has  frequently 
happened  that  our  ‘ nets  will  not  hold  the  multitude  of  fishes,  they 
are  so  many.’  Indeed,  on  every  sabbath-day,  the  church,  wide 
as  it  is,  is  found  too  strait  for  the  multitude  of  them  that  ‘ flow 
together  to  the  goodness  of  the  Lord.’  ‘ The  Lord  hath  done  great 
things  for  us,  whereof  we  are  glad  !’ 

“ In  effecting  the  measures  we  may  find  it  needful  to  adopt,  for 
the  more  extensive  ministration  of  the  Gospel  here  at  St.  John’s, 
we  shall  frequently  have  occasion  to  make  use  of  our  new  school- 
house,  for  the  overflowings  of  the  congregation  at  the  church,  as 
has  hitherto  been  the  case  at  the  Easter  and  Christmas  festivals, 
and  must  novj  of  necessity  be  the  case  on  the  more  frequent  occa- 
sions of  communions  and  adult  baptisms.  Moreover,  that  school- 
house  is  now  filling  apace,  not  only  with  Sunday  scholars,  but  also 
with  day  scholars;  for.  the  children  who  before  were  the  property 
of  their  owners,  now  belong  to  their  own  parents,  who  are  glad  to 
send  them  to  school ; especially  the  younger  ones,  who  are  not 
yet  able  to  be  employed  in  any  trade.  And  I am  happy  to  add, 
that  in  our  country  places  in  Antigua,  there  are  some  promising 
appearances — full  attendance  of  people  at  churches,  and  the  work 
of  education  extending.  A day-school  has  been  commenced  at 
Cedar-Hall,  and  one  is  to  be  opened  at  Gracehill  on  the  1st 
of  next  month. 

“ Another  subject  is  here  suggested  to  my  mind,  on  which  it 
may  be  expedient  for  me  to  say  a few  words  at  this  time.  We 
are  not  without  apprehensions,  that  the  friends  of  Missions  at 
home  may  too  soon  suffer  their  hands  to  be  slack  in  ministering 
to  our  necessities,  under  the  idea  that  since  the  people  are  free , 
they  may  be  able  of  themselves  to  support  their  Missionaries. 
That  this  will  eventually  be  the  case,  I have  no  doubt,  but  the 
time  is  not  yet  come  ; for  a great  proportion  of  the  people  will  not 
be  able  to  find  employment  for  wages  until  the  crop  time,  when 
more  hands  are  required  than  usual.  Meanwhile  they  must  look 
for  their  subsistence  out  of  the  wages  {Is.  currency  per  day)  of 
their  nearest  relatives,  if  such  they  have,  who  are  employed  as 
able-bodied  laborers,  or  from  the  produce  of  their  little  gardens,  to 
which  they  will  have  no  further  title  after  the  1st  of  August  next, 
unless  they  work  for  the  estate,  or  some  further  provision  be 
made  by  law  for  their  relief.  If  their  little  ground  be  taken  from 
them,  on  their  being  unable  to  labor  for  wages,  or  their  labor  not 
being  required  by  the  estate,  there  can  be  no  other  prospect  for 
them  than  to  be  supported  by  the  parish.  Again,  the  children,  for 
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whom  an  allowance  of  provision  was  formerly  made  by  the  estates 
to  which  they  belonged,  must  now  be  supported  by  their  parents. 
In  short,  it  will  require  some  time  for  the  new  order  of  things  to 
find  its  level  ; and  at  present  there  is  so  much  poverty  and  need 
among  the  people,  that  the  charitable  societies  under  the  care  of 
the  Brethren’s  Missionaries  and  the  Ministers  of  the  Church  of 
England  in  this  town  and  neighborhood,  have  been  obliged  to  ex- 
tend their  benefits  to  the  utmost  that  their  funds  will  allow,  espe- 
cially in  providing  medical  attendance  and  relief  for  the  sick  and 
infirm.  And,  therefore,  still  that  scripture  applies  to  our  Mission- 
ary labors  Acre,  ‘ To  the  poor  the  Gospel  is  preached.’ 

B.  Harvey.” 

EXTRACT  OF  A LETTER  FROM  BROTHER  JOHN  COLEMAN. 

“ Gracebay , August  Z7th,  1834. 

“ My  dear  Brother, — A day  of  more  unfeigned,  more  general 
devotion  than  the  1st  of  August,  Antigua  never  saw.  The  appre- 
hensions of  the  fearful  were  completely  dissipated  ; the  hopes  of 
the  benevolent  were  more  than  realized.  Neither  martial  law, 
nor  slavish  prohibition  were  requisite,  and  to  the  honor  of  our 
government  were  not  enacted.  The  new  police  indeed  commenced 
their  operations  on  that  day,  but  they  have  had  but  little  to  do 
beyond  the  use  of  friendly  persuasion. 

“ Our  church  was  thronged  early  in  the  morning  by  an  eman- 
cipated multitude  in  solemn  order,  all  neatly  dressed  in  white,  as 
on  Easter-Sunday.  We  first  assembled  in  the  spacious  court  in 
front  of  our  church,  and  lifted  our  hearts  and  voices  in  praise  to 
our  Almighty  Redeemer:  we  then  read,  Ps.  122  and  100;  and 
during  the  singing  of  another  hymn,  Sister  Coleman  at  the  head  of 
the  sisters,  and  myself  of  the  brethren,  entered  the  church.  Never 
shall  I forget  the  sensation  of  divine  goodness  which  occupied 
my  soul,  when  I turned  round  from  the  desk,  and  saw  the  two 
companies  walking  into  the  church,  many  of  them  actually  crying 
for  joy.  I could  not  refrain,  and  our  tears  often  interrupted  our 
progress  while  we  sung  a third  time,  and  while  bending  before 
the  mercy-seat,  we  brought  to  the  only  wise  God,  our  Saviour, 
our  tribute  of  adoration  and  praise,  and  united  our  supplications 
for  all  classes  and  ranks  of  men — for  the  spread  of  the  Gospel, 
for  the  friends  of  the  negro,  for  the  godly  prosperity  of  Antigua 
and  all  the  Wrest  Indies,  for  the  present  and  eternal  welfare  of  the 
recipients  of  the  boon  of  freedom. 

“ On  the  following  day,  we  gave  our  people  a love-feast,  ex- 
pressed our  pleasure  at  their  conduct,  and  exhorted  them  from 
Eph.  iv.  and  v.,  and  we  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  a good  attend- 
ance, and  receive  their  hearty  thanks. 

“ Sunday  the  3d  was  our  communion  day,  and  as  the  commu- 
nicants had  regularly  come  to  speak  with  us  during  the  week,  we 
should  have  administered  it,  but  were  prevented  by  the  heavy 
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rains.  It  was  therefore  postponed  to  the  10th,  when  the  church 
was  again  crowded  to  excess;  but  on  this  occasion  we  found  it 
needful  to  exercise  our  church  discipline,  and  had  the  satisfaction 
to  see  its  beneficial  influence. 

“ As  was  quite  natural  to  expect,  the  people  were  not  in  a 
hurry  to  engage  in  their  usual  occupations,  partly  from  the  notion 
that  the  proposed  wages  were  too  low,  and  partly  from  the  tardi- 
ness of  the  masters  in  hiring  them,  the  sugar-crop  being  over. 
In  fact,  the  system  of  free  labor  was  new  to  both  parties  ; but  not- 
withstanding this,  a considerable  number  engaged  themselves  on 
the  4th,  and  more  during  the  week,  all  remaining  tranquil. 
Instead  therefore  of  the  communion  we  kept  a love-feast,  reasoned 
with  them  on  the  propriety  of  one  and  all  immediately  engaging 
to  work  for  what  they  could  get,  and  in  a familiar  and  brotherly 
manner  stated  the  probability  of  their  orderly  and  industrious 
conduct  being  the  means  of  shortening  the  apprenticeship  of  their 
brethren  in  the  other  islands,  pointing  out  the  evil  consequences 
likely  to  accrue  to  the  latter,  as  well  as  to  themselves,  if  any  of 
them  should  bring  an  evil  report  on  the  island.  In  short,  we 
succeeded  in  convincing  them,  that  they  might  be  far  better  off  than 
formerly,  if  they  took  care  of  what  they  earned,  particularly  as, 
besides  their  wages,  their  houses  and  provision-grounds  were 
assured  to  them  for  twelve  months,  if  they  were  willing  to  work. 
They  all  cheerfully  gave  their  promise  that  they  would  be  con- 
tented and  industrious,  and  would  gladly  work  for  what  they 
could  get ; and  blessed  be  God,  they  kept  their  word,  and  we  had 
a happy  meeting  round  the  table  of  our  dying  Lord  on  the  17th, 
and  felt  his  presence  and  his  peace. 

“ The  nnmber  of  our  pupils  has  increased  since  the  1st  from 
fifteen  to  above  fifty.  Sister  Coleman  and  myself  are  both  en- 
gaged the  greater  part  of  every  day  in  the  wreek,  except  Saturday, 
in  the  school,  besides  giving  private  instruction  to  five  young 
persons,  who,  we  expect,  will  soon  be  able  to  render  us  some 
assistance.” 


3.  ST.  KITTS. 

EXTRACT  OF  A LETTER  FROM  BROTHER  BIGLER. 

“ Basseterre , July  14 th,  1834. 

“ Dear  Brother, — We  have  had  much  encouragement  within 
the  last  eighteen  months  or  two  years,  and  this  should  spur  us  on 
to  renewed  diligence,  and  firmer  reliance  on  the  Lord,  who  has 
promised  to  his  children,  that  ‘ as  their  day  so  shall  their  strength 
be.’  Many  young  persons  continue  to  give  me  great  satisfaction 
by  their  growth  in  grace,  and  I still  find  much  encouragement  in 
the  Monday  evening  meetings  with  the  teachers.  The  recent 
grant  of  books  from  the  Religious  Tract  Society  is  found  particu- 
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larly  serviceable,  and  the  teachers  are  truly  thankful  to  have  such 
books  to  read.  A few  of  our  church-members  also  borrow  from 
the  Library. 

August  6. 

“ You  will  no  doubt  be  anxious  to  hear  how  we  have  fared  since 
the  1st  of  August.  Ah,  my  dear  brother,  this  has  been,  and  still 
is,  an  awful  time.  Our  island,  up  to  the  present  moment,  is  in  the 
highest  state  of  excitement.  A file  of  regulars  (40  or  50  in  num- 
ber) has  just  passed  our  door,  on  their  way  to  relieve  a like  number 
on  the  Cayon  side.  From  that  quarter  the  most  alarming  reports 
continue  to  reach  us.  At  12  o’clock  to-day,  martial  law  was  pro- 
claimed throughout  the  island.  Scarcely  one  estate,  from  the 
parish  of  St.  Peter’s,  round  the  north  and  west  side  of  the  island, 
will  submit  to  the  new  order  of  things  ; nearly  all  refusing  to  work 
without  wages.  Too  many  of  our  people  who,  as  you  know,  on 
every  previous  occasion  of  this  kind  have  distinguished  themselves 
by  their  correct  deportment,  are  overawed  by  the  overwhelming 
majority  of  the  disaffected,  and  carried  along  with  the  prevailing 
stream  of  insubordination. 

“ On  the  1st  of  August  I took  for  my  text,  ‘ If  the  Son  shall 
make  you  free,  ye  shall  be  free  indeed.’  But  before  entering  upon 
the  application  of  it,  1 explained  at  large  the  new  order  of  things 
to  take  place  from  that  day.  The  Lord  is  my  witness,  how  anx- 
iously I sought  to  avoid  every  sentiment  or  expression,  which 
might  lead  to  a false  conclusion  on  the  part  of  my  hearers.  Know- 
ing some  of  the  objections  to  the  apprenticeship  system  which 
were  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  I touched  them  lightly,  but  in 
such  a manner  that  I thought  I should  overcome  them,  because  it 
would  be  done  without  exciting  their  fears.  They  pretended,  for 
instance,  to  believe  they  were  entirely  freed  by  the  King  of 
England,  and  permitted  to  work  when  they  pleased,  or  for  whom- 
soever they  pleased,  but  that  the  white  people  of  Basseterre 
wished  to  bind  them  as  apprentices.  The  idea  which  they  have 
of  apprenticeship  is  utterly  false,  and  they  will  not  be  corrected. 
The  consequence  was,  I regret  to  say,  that  some  evil  disposed  per- 
sons, (excluded  members  of  our  congregation,)  brought  to  their 
comrades,  on  several  estates,  so  gross  and  malicious  a misrepresent- 
ation of  my  words,  that  not  only  the  spirit  of  disaffection  on  those 
properties  was  increased,  but  my  own  and  my  brethren’s  good 
name  might  have  suffered  serious  injury,  but  for  the  generous  in- 
terposition of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Davis,  a member  of  council,  and  the 
honorable  testimony  borne  by  his  excellency  the  governor  to 
the  character  of  our  Church,  and  the  acknowledged  principles  and 
practice  of  her  Missionaries  in  this  island.” 
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FROM  BROTHER  SAMUEL  HOCH. 

“ Bethesda , 18^  August,  1834. 

“ As  Brother  Bigler  will  give  you  a full  account  of  the  scenes  of 
trouble  and  distress  we  have  had  to  experience  since  the  4th  inst., 
I will  confine  myself  to  a brief  outline  of  what  passed  under  our 
own  observation.  Amid  the  reports  which  reached  us  from  differ- 
ent quarters,  that  the  negroes  refused  to  work  under  the  appren- 
ticeship system,  it  was  no  small  comfort  to  us  to  learn,  that,  in 
our  vicinity,  the  negroes  on  six  different  estates,  mostly  members 
of  our  Church,  had  turned  out  to  their  labor  as  usual  ; judge  then 
how  great  were  our  surprise  and  grief,  whe'n  on  the  6th  (martial 
law  being  already  in  force)  the  negroes  on  two  of  these  estates  fled 
to  the  mountains,  in  order  to  free  themselves  from  bondage,  as 
they  termed  the  apprenticeship.  The  consequence  was,  that  they 
were  soon  apprehended,  and  their  leaders  severely  punished  by 
order  of  a court-martial.  In  the  mean  time,  most  of  their  houses 
were  visited  by  the  militia,  and  their  furniture  destroyed,  even  trees 
cut  down,  and  similar  devastations  committed  on  several  estates. 
Though  many  of  the  negroes  had  hid  their  valuables  beforehand, 
yet  the  misery  prevailing  is  very  great.  Some  negroes,  who  re- 
fused the  free  pardon  proclaimed  for  all  who  submitted  on  the 
11th,  were  severely  wounded  while  attempting  to  escape,  but  we 
believe  the  loss  of  life  has  not  been  great. 

“ Brother  Seitz  wrote  to  me  on  the  12th  as  follows  : ‘Ah,  what 
have  we  seen  and  heard,  since  I wrote  to  you  last — the  military 
firing  upon  the  refractory  negroes  all  round  us,  and  many  of  the 
latter  severely  punished  ; yet,  thank  God,  our  people  on  Parsons’ 
estate  have  all  been  an  example  of  good  behavior  from  the  be- 
ginning.’ 

“ In  the  midst  of  such  scenes  of  wo  and  distress,  we  have, 
however,  the  comfort  derived  from  the  testimony  of  our  conscience, 
that  we  have  repeatedly,  since  October  last  year,  both  in  public 
and  private,  explained  to  our  people  the  nature  of  the  new  law; 
how  it  was  framed  by  their  great  friends  in  England  for  their  bene- 
fit, both  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  came  like  all  other  blessings 
from  the  Lord  our  God,  which  they  ought  to  acknowledge  with 
sincere  gratitude.  We  told  them  it  was  intended  to  prepare 
them  more  fully  for  the  blessings  of  freedom,  or  rather  that  they 
might  become  true  Christians,  and  learn,  through  the  grace  of 
God  to  keep  his  commandments,  in  which  they  knew  themselves  to 
be  very  deficient.  At  the  same  time  we  warned  them  against  a spirit 
of  disaffection  and  insubordination,  when  the  system  should  come 
into  operation.  Yet,  though  we  had  the  satisfaction  to  convince 
many,  the  most  would  not  believe  a word,  and  it  was  as  if  the 
governor  and  ourselves  had  told  them  nothing  but  cunningly  de- 
vised fables ; and  those  who  formed  a pleasing  exception,  if  they 
endeavored  to  speak  and  reason  with  their  brethren,  fared  very  ill, 
being  abused  and  reviled  for  so  doing;  yea,  in  some  instances. 
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threatened  with  death  ! Indeed  much  worse  was  apprehended  by 
most  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  island  ; but  our  Saviour  heard  our 
prayers,  and  directed  the  hearts  of  our  rulers,  so  that  less  mischief 
was  committed,  than  might  have  been  expected.  And  now  what 
do  we  wait  for,  but  that  God  our  Saviour  may  show  mercy  to 
these  deluded  creatures,  who  love  darkness  and  lies  more  than 
light  and  truth,  and  turn  them  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God  ; 
yea,  transform  those  into  servants  of  righteousness,  who  have 
hitherto,  to  our  grief,  served  sin  and  Satan.” 


4,  BARBADOES. 

EXTRACTS  OF  LETTERS  FROM  BROTHER  JOHN  TAYLOR. 

Sharon , July  26th,  1834. 

“ Dear  Brother, — We  purpose,  God  willing,  to  commence  a 
daily  infant-school  soon  after  the  1st  of  August.  Brother  Zippel 
will  also  commence  a similar  school  at  Mount-Tabor,  where  he 
an'ticipates  some  assistance  in  the  execution  of  his  purpose. 

“ On  our  last  prayer-day  I had  the  favor  to  baptize  seventeen. 
One  man  was  received  into  the  congregation,  and  7 readmitted 
to  the  same  ; 25  were  added  to  the  class  of  candidates,  and  25  were 
appointed  for  baptism,  on  the  next  prayer-day.  Will  you  be  so 
kind  as  to  communicate  the  enclosed  list  to  the  Committee  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  with  the  cordial  thanks  of  my 
colleagues  and  myself;  and  to  assure  them  that  we  shall  have 
much  pleasure  in  being  the  almoners  of  their  valuable  gift  to  the 
enfranchised  negro  population.” 

August  23 d. 

“ I am  happy  to  inform  you,  that  the  new  system  seems  to  go  on 
well  here. 

“ The  laborers,  with  but  few  exceptions,  (which  have  met  with 
instant  punishment,)  have  behaved  themselves  in  a becoming 
manner  ; they  work  nine  hours  a day,  five  days  in  the  week  ; 
Saturday  and  Sunday  are  their  own  ; and  some  hire  themselves 
on  the  former  day,  which  is  also  the  market-day,  as  no  marketing 
is  now  allowed  on  Sunday. 

“ Since  the  1st,  our  chapels  have  been  crowded  with  attentive 
hearers,  and  at  Sharon,  many  have  to  stand  outside.  The  school  is 
attended  by  two  hundred,  and  we  have  made  a beginning  with  our 
reading-teachers,  of  whom  we  instruct  eight,  every  fourth  Sunday, 
making  thirty-two  in  all. 

“ The  infant-school  mentioned  in  my  last,  has  commenced  with 
fourteen  children,  and  we  expect  more  will  attend.  It  is  kept 
five  days  in  the  week.  Of  the  82,807  slaves  manumitted  in  this 
island,  14,047  are  under  six  years  of  age,  and  entirely  free.  Last 
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Sunday  being  Adult  Prayer-Day,  Brother  Zippel  came  hither,  and 
I went  to  Mount-Tabor.  At  the  latter  place,  I baptized  two 
women  ; one  man  was  received,  and  22  added  to  the  candidates’ 
class ; at  the  former,  Brother  Zippel  baptized  23,  4 were  received 
into  the  congregation,  2 were  readmitted,  and  55  added  to  the 
candidates.  Twenty-nine  children  now  attend  the  school,  and 
the  number  would  be  greater,  but  distance  prevents  many  who 
are  desirous  of  coming.  The  Sisters  Klose  and  Taylor  are  quite 
delighted  with  it,  and  take  charge  of  it  every  alternate  week.  Our 
Sunday  and  evening  schools  are  well  attended. 

“ We  have  this  day  purchased  a lot  of  ground  containing  20,471 
square  feet,  in  the  eastern  part  of  Bridgetown,  for  200Z.  currency, 
and  propose  selling  four  acres  of  the  Sharon  land  to  cover  that 
expense.  With  promised  aid  from  the  Barbadoes  Fund,  and 
subscriptions  now  raising  in  the  island,  we  hope  soon  to  com- 
mence building  a chapel,  and  pray  that  our  gracious  Lord  may 
crown  it  with  his  blessing.” 


5.  TOBAGO. 

EXTRACT  OF  A LETTER  FROM  BROTHER  JAMES  LIGHT. 

Montgomery , September  2 6Z/i,  1834. 

“ Since  the  1st  of  August,  when  the  negroes  were  made  free  in 
the  eye  of  the  law,  we  are  thankful  to  say  every  thing  has  remain- 
ed quiet  in  this  island,  and  those  concerned  agree  that  the  system 
works  quite  as  well  as  they  could  expect.  We  regret  to  add,  that 
there  has  been  a serious  falling  off  in  the  auditory  at  our  evening 
meetings,  but  our  Sunday  services  are  well  attended,  and  we  hope 
that  the  darkness  will  gradually  clear  away,  and  that  we  shall  see 
a bright  day  dawn  upon  this  land. 

“ Last  Sunday  we  had  120  scholars.  Our  day  school  on  Mon- 
day, Wednesday,  and  Friday,  is  attended  by  about  80,  and  on 
Tuesday  and  Thursday  by  from  50  to  60 ; and  upon  this  attend- 
ance we  may  calculate  till  Christmas,  when  the  sugar  harvest 
commences,  and  the  bigger  children  will  have  to  be  employed. 

“Altogether  we  have  about  the  average  number  of  230  children 
in  attendance  on  our  Sunday  and  day  schools.  The  school  for 
young  people  on  Monday  evening  is  attended  by  from  12  to  18, 
and  we  hope  is  profitable  to  them. 

“Brother  Coates  now  enjoys  good  health,  and  is  active  in  his 
labors,  especially  in  the  schools,  which  occupy  a great  portion  of 
our  time. 


J.  Light.” 
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IY.  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

EXTRACT  FROM  THE  DIARY  OF  ELIM,  FOR  THE  YEAR  1833* 

Previous  to  the  holy  communion  on  the  7th  of  July , we  had 
very  satisfactory  conversation  with  the  communicants. 

21st.  Many  of  the  neighboring  farmers  attended  the  Sunday 
services.  Several  children  of  Christian  parents  were  baptized. 

August  \2th.  A married  communicant  sister  departed  this  life. 
She  was  baptized  at  Gnadenthal  many  years  ago,  but  afterward 
forsook  that  congregation,  and  marrying  a heathen,  returned  to 
the  broad  way  of  the  world.  The  good  Shepherd,  however,  fol- 
lowed this  poor  straying  sheep,  and  brought  her  to  repentance. 
Her  husband  begged  permission  to  live  at  Elim,  where  they  were 
admitted  to  the  privileges  of  the  Church.  She  declared  her  stead- 
fast belief  that  the  Lord  had  forgiven  her  all  her  deviations,  and 
would  receive  her  in  mercy.  In  this  faith  she  departed. 

September  7th.  We  had  a special  meeting  with  the  married  mem- 
bers of  our  congregation.  Thirty-one  couples  attended,  besides 
eleven  women,  and  five  men,  whose  partners  were  not  present. 
We  spoke  seriously  with  them  respecting  the  education  of  their 
children,  and  the  good  example  they  ought  to  give  them  at  all 
times. 

We  are  now  and  then  encouraged  by  expressions  of  the  feel- 
ings of  our  new  people  and  candidates  for  baptism.  One  of  the 
former  said : “ I hear  sweet  words  with  my  ears ; but  my  heart 
does  not  understand  them.  I pray  our  Saviour  to  give  me 
another  heart.”  One  declared  his  thankfulness,  that  he  lived  in  a 
place  where  he  might  hear  the  word  of  God,  and  his  belief  that 
it  was  owing  to  the  Lord’s  kind  providence  that  he  had  been  led 
to  come  hither,  though  his  family  reviled  him,  saying,  that  at  Elim 
he  must  perish  for  hunger.  He  answered,  “ If  one  ever  died 
there  for  want  of  food,  I will  not  object  to  be  the  second.” 

A communicant  returning  from  his  work  on  the  strand,  remark- 
ed upon  the  friendly  demeanor  of  the  farmers  toward  himself  and 
his  fellow-workmen.  In  former  times,  he  observed,  they  used  to 
revile  and  mock  the  Christian  Hottentots,  but  now  they  admitted 
them  to  their  family  worship,  and  engaged  in  edifying  conversa- 
tion with  them. 

October  1st.  We  held  an  examination  in  the  school,  which  gave 
us  and  all  present  much  satisfaction.  The  scholars  repeated  texts 
of  Scripture  and  hymns.  One  of  the  little  ones  repeated  of  his 
own  accord,  very  distinctly,  the  hymn,  “ As  the  branches  are 
connected,”  &c.  Four  of  them  can  read. 

10th.  Three  persons  from  the  Houtkloof  requested  and  obtained 
leave  to  consider  themselves  members  of  this  congregation.  Cir- 
cumstances prevent  their  removal  hither ; but  they  may  be  often 
visited,  being  on  the  road  to  Gnadenthal. 
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November  9tli.  The  aged  man,  Abraham  Jonas,  departed  this 
life.  He  obtained  in  1831  leave  to  live  here,  and  in  1832  he  was 
baptized.  He  was  a man  of  few  words  ; but  his  expressions  were 
always  upright  and  sincere,  and  his  walk  and  conversation  were 
worthy  of  the  Gospel.  He  valued  the  privileges  of  the  Church 
and  the  word  of  God.  His  wife  being  ill  of  the  leprosy,  was  sent 
to  Hemel-en-Aarde,  while  he  was  maintained  by  his  son. 

During  the  Christmas  holydays  we  celebrated  the  incarnation 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  with  joyful  hearts.  Most  of  our  Hot- 
tentots flocked  together  to  be  present  at  this  festival,  going  back 
to  finish  the  wheat  harvest  on  the  different  farms.  Our  young 
people  sung  a beautiful  hymn,  written  by  Brother  Hallbeck  for 
Christmas-eve,  which  gave  all  present  much  satisfaction. 

The  congregation  at  Elim,  at  the  close  of  1833,  consisted  of 
231  persons,  66  of  whom  are  communicants,  besides  64  baptized 
children : 33  more  than  last  year,  including  three  persons  living  at 
Houtkloof — whom  with  ourselves,  we  commend  to  the  remem- 
brance of  all  our  Brethren  and  friends  in  their  intercessions  at  the 
throne  of  Grace. 

(Signed,)  Lewis  Teutsch. 

David  Luttring. 

EXTRACTS  OF  LETTERS  FROM  BROTHER  H.  P.  HALLBECK. 

“ Gnadenthal , 10th  June , 1834. 

“ Dear  Brother, — The  building  of  the  new  church  at  Elim  is 
at  a stand  during  the  boisterous  months  of  our  rainy  season,  the 
walls  having  reached  a height  of  about  18  or  19  feet;  but  it  will, 
I trust,  be  resumed  as  soon  as  the  weather  and  other  circum- 
stances permit.  The  successor  of  Brother  Schopman  in  our  boys’ 
day  school,  the  Hottentot  youth,  Ezekiel  Pfeiffer,  exerts  himself 
with  great  faithfulness  in  his  new  capacity,  and  appears  on  this 
occasion,  to  have  surrendered  himself  anew  to  our  Saviour  and 
his  service,  with  his  whole  heart.  He  also  collects  on  Sundays, 
Brother  Schopman’s  Sunday  scholars,  among  whom  are  some 
married  men,  and  instructs  them  in  reading,  &c.  I have  now 
engaged  a clever  boy  of  11  years  of  age,  as  assistant  in  the  infant 
school,  and  hope  soon  to  find  a companion  for  him,  who  may 
prove  useful  in  process  of  time.  Every  thing  depends  upon  the 
grace  of  God  influencing  the  hearts  of  the  young  people,  which  is 
happily  the  case  with  Ezekiel,  in  no  ordinary  degree.  My  last 
mentioned  the  departure  of  Brother  Hornig,  and  two  weeks  ago 
we  were  not  without  fear  that  Brother  Stein  was  about  to  follow 
him  into  eternity ; and  though  he  is  now  in  a great  measure  re- 
stored to  his  usual  state  of  health,  there  is  every  reason  to  expect 
we  shall  ere  long  lose  his  services.  The  rest  of  the  Missionaries 
here,  and,  as  far  as  I know,  in  the  other  stations,  are  well,  and 
their  work  in  the  Lord  is  proceeding,  not  without  a blessing. 

“ Our  confidential  conversations  with  the  communicants  a few 


FROM  SOUTH  AFRICA. 


413 


days  ago,  were  as  usual,  encouraging  and  edifying  to  ourselves, 
affording  us  new  proofs  that  the  Lord  owns  our  imperfect  labors. 

“In  answer  to  your  question  about  Hottentot  assistants,  it  may 
be  sufficient  to  state,  that  our  chapel  servants  and  overseers, 
though  not  called  assistants,  are  appointed  to  visit  the  sick,  to 
admonish  and  reprove  as  occasion  may  require  ; but  they  are  not 
called  upon  publicly  to  address  the  congregation,  because  their 
services  are  not  wanted,  there  being  generally  more  than  one 
Missionary  to  officiate  at  our  places  here. 

9 th  July , 1834. 

“ It  happens  that  more  Hottentots  are  at  home  in  this  season 
of  the  year  than  usual,  both  here  and  at  Elim.  At  the  latter  place 
indeed,  every  one  is  on  the  spot,  or  so  near  to  it,  that  they  can 
attend  the  meetings  every  Sunday,  and  the  number  has  consider- 
ably increased  since  new  year,  being  now  very  little  short  of 
300. 

“ Within  the  last  few  weeks  9 adults  became  candidates  for 
baptism,  4 were  baptized,  and  7 were  present  as  spectators  at  the 
holy  communion.  The  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Houtkloof, 
(half  way  between  this  place  and  Elim,)  now  belong  to  that  con- 
gregation, without  leaving  their  place  of  residence;  and  measures 
are  now  in  progress  for  regularly  visiting  and  preaching  in  the 
Houtkloof,  which,  we  trust,  will  prove  a means  of  establishing  in 
the  faith  those  already  awakened,  and  of  bringing  others  into  the 
fold  of  Christ. 

“ Since  the  new  year,  72  individuals  have  received  permission 
to  live  at  Gnadenthal,  and  more  applicants  are  on  the  list;  among 
these  are  many  of  whom  we  entertain  the  best  hopes.  Lately  one 
of  the  new  comers  was  seriously  ill,  when  we  discovered,  ivith 
great  pleasure,  that  she  was  truly  awakened  to  a sense  of  her 
forlorn  condition,  and  that  she  suffered  more  in  consequence  of 
the  distress  of  her  mind  than  the  pain  of  her  body.  She  is  the 
mother  of  seven  or  eight  children,  and  is  extremely  anxious  that 
they  may  enjoy  the  privilege  of  a Christian  education.  Indeed, 
many  people  have  been  induced  by  the  state  of  our  schools  to 
come  to  Gnadenthal,  that  their  children  may  not  grow  up  in 
ignorance  like  themselves  ; nay,  there  are  several  instances  of 
parents  having  given  their  children  to  relations,  when  it  was  out 
of  their  power  to  move  hither,  and  thus  foregone  their  parental 
right  to  their  offspring,  rather  than  leave  them  to  grow  up  in 
heathenish  ignorance. 

“ In  the  last  days  of  June  I visited  Hemel-en-Aarde,  where 
Brother  and  Sister  Tietze  are  tolerably  well,  and  rejoice  in  the 
present  quiet  and  promising  course  of  the  patients,  now  amount- 
ing to  82. 

“At  Elim  Brother  Schopman  is  very  active  in  the  schools,  and 
has  nowT  begun  a school  for  older  children  and  youth,  which  he 
keeps  twice  a week.  I have  had  no  letters  from  Shiloh  for  some 
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time  past,  but  an  officer  who  visited  us  last  week  has  lately  been 
there,  and  was  much  pleased  with  the  outward  prosperity  of  the 
place,  and  with  the  peaceable  intercourse  of  so  many  tribes  and 
nations  on  one  spot. 

August  9th , 1834. 

“ My  last  letter  to  you  was  written  on  the  9th  of  July,  since 
which  date  we  have  been  favored  to  live  in  undisturbed  peace, 
from  within  and  from  without,  and  to  witness  many  encouraging 
and  scarcely  any  unpleasant  circumstances  in  our  numerous  con- 
gregation. About  the  middle  of  July,  Brother  and  Sister  Stein 
spoke  with  all  the  new  comers,  candidates  for  baptism  and  recep- 
tion, and  felt  themselves  much  encouraged  by  the  proofs  of  a work 
of  the  Spirit,  which  they  were  favored  to  witness.  They  were 
also  particularly  delighted  with  the  intelligence  and  amiable  frank- 
ness of  the  pupils  of  the  infant-school.  On  the  20th  of  July 
6 adults  were  baptized,  5 received  into  the  congregation,  7 re- 
admitted, and  7 became  candidates  for  baptism.  From  time  to  time 
new  comers  arrive  from  far  and  near,  and  more  applications  for. 
leave  to  reside  here  have  been  made  in  the  course  of  this  year, 
than  in  any  preceding,  during  my  residence  in  Africa. 

“ Brother  and  Sister  Nauhaus  were  lately  on  business  in  Cape- 
Town,  and  during  his  absence  I had  not  only  charge  of  the  school 
for  the  elder  girls,  daily  attended  by  120  pupils,  but  had  also  the 
opportunity  of  making  myself  fully  acquainted  with  the  state  and 
wants  of  the  boys’  school,  under  the  care  of  Ezekiel  Pfeiffer, 
where  the  daily  attendance  varies  from  80  to  100,  according  as 
the  services  of  the  bigger  boys  are  wanted  at  the  plough  or  other- 
wise. I was  delighted  to  find,  that  the  infant  school  has  already 
had  a very  beneficial  influence  on  our  institutions  for  education. 
But  the  school-house  is  too  small,  and  too  oppressively  hot  in  the 
warm  season ; hence  we  have  resolved  to  set  about  building  a 
large  class-room,  adjoining  the  school,  and  we  trust,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  parents,  of  wffiose  hearty  co-operation  we  have 
been  already  assured  by  the  overseers,  to  effect  this  improvement 
without  any  material  expense  to  the  Mission. 

“ Among  the  articles  lately  sent  us  by  our  friends  in  Holland, 
was  a small  printing-press,  which  has  been  set  up  ; but  owing  to 
the  absence  of  Brother  Schopman,  and  the  pressure  of  current 
business,  it  has  not  yet  been  brought  into  use.  May  it  prove 
instrumental,  under  the  Divine  blessing,  in  advancing  the  spirit- 
ual interests  of  the  Hottentot  population,  among  whom  we  are 
called  to  labor. 

H.  P.  Hallbeck.” 

FROM  BROTHER  W.  C.  GENTH. 

“ Enon,  July  7,  1834. 

“ Dear  Brother, — The  drought  still  continues  : it  is  as  though 
the  windows  of  heaven  were  not  again  to  be  opened.  Our  poor 
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people  suffer  serious  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life  ; many  have 
been  compelled  in  consequence  to  seek  their  subsistence  else- 
where, and  we  fear  that  more  will  still  be  scattered  abroad.  The 
effects  of  this  dispersion,  as  you  are  aware,  are  always  more  or 
less  injurious  to  their  spiritual  state. 

“ The  infant  school-house  is  finished,  with  the  exception  of  the 
windows  and  doors,  and  the  inside  work.  Our  Mission  family, 
consisting  of  five  Brethren  and  Sisters,  and  two  children,  are, 
by  God’s  mercy,  enjoying  a good  state  of  health.  Remember  us 
in  your  prayers,  amid  the  trials  and  discouragements  of  our 
situation.” 

FROM  BROTHER  A.  BONATZ  TO  DR.  LEES. 

“ Shiloh,  June  2,  1834. 

“ Dear  Brother, — I send  you  a few  brief  extracts  from  my 
journal,  beginning  with  the  period  of  your  departure  from  Shiloh. 
On  the  23d  December,  1833,  Brother  Fritsch  set  out  on  business 
for  Algoa  Bay  and  Enon  ; and  I undertook  in  his  absence  the 
religious  instruction  of  the  Tambookie  men,  a duty  which  I have 
since  continued  to  perform.  The  meetings  for  this  purpose  are 
held  on  Tuesday  and  Friday  morning  early,  and  afford  me  much 
pleasure.  The  men  distinguish  themselves  favorably  from  the 
women  in  this  particular,  appearing  to  neglect  no  opportunity  of 
receiving  instruction.  From  20  to  30  generally  attend.  The 
Lord’s  Prayer  they  repeat  alone,  and  the  Creed  almost  without 
assistance,  and  they  are  now  learning  the  Ten  Commandments  ; 
they  likewise  answer  the  questions  put  to  them  very  correctly. 
To  give  you  a few  instances — Of  what  benefit  are  we  made  par- 
takers through  the  death  of  Jesus  Christ? — ‘ Siyazuz  antonina 
uJcuba  uyezu  Christu  wafela  tina? — Forgiveness  of  sins,  justifi- 
cation, and  a place  in  heaven.  Itazuziso  Vzono,  nobuncwele , 
nendawo  ezulwini .’  Speaking  to  them  one  day  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testament,  one  of  them  exclaimed:  ‘But  tell  us  why  you 
call  that  the  Old  Testament;  it  looks  so  nice  and  new?’ 

“ On  the  9th,  Mapasa  (the  chief  to  w7hose  tribe  most  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Shiloh  belong,)  came  here  with  several  of  his  peo- 
ple, and  manifested  a far  better  spirit  than  heretofore.  On  the 
10th,  he  attended  the  meeting  for  instruction,  which  must  have 
cost  him  a great  internal  struggle,  since  most  of  the  people  he 
met  had  fled  from  his  government.  He  now  sat  down  among 
them  as  if  he  had  been  their  brother,  and  repeated  the  Lord’s 
Prayer  very  devoutly  with  the  rest.  On  the  12th,  he  came  with 
his  people  to  the  public  service.  Since  this  visit,  some  of  the 
latter  have  taken  up  their  abode  about  an  hour’s  walk  from  hence, 
with  their  cattle.  They  are  not  unmindful  of  the  Lord’s  day,  on 
which  they  regularly  attend  the  preaching,  and  show  great  serious- 
ness ; even  yesterday,  though  a very  piercing  south-east  wind 
was  blowing,  these  people  were  present  at  the  service.  As  regards 
the  attendance  at  church  on  Sundays,  I feel  that  I have  the 
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greatest  cause  for  thankfulness  to  the  Lord.  Yesterday,  not- 
withstanding the  bad  weather,  our  old  church  was  so  full  that 
there  were  not  seats  for  all,  and  many  had  to  sit  on  the  floor. 
When  I behold  these  ignorant  and  barbarous  people  so  still  and 
attentive  before  me,  I cannot  but  pray  most  fervently  that  the 
Lord  would  himself  put  words  into  my  mouth,  and  would  open 
their  hard  and  lifeless  hearts.  On  the  14th  a letter  arrived  from 
Captain  Armstrong,  informing  us  that  some  part  of  the  cattle 
stolen  in  August  last,  by  the  Corannas,  had  been  recovered ; and 
on  the  17th  the  cattle  arrived,  and  were  distributed  among  the 
sufferers.  On  the  1st  of  February  I finished  the  translation  of 
the  History  of  the  Passion  Week,  and  on  the  9th  of  March 
preached  my  first  Tambookie  sermon,  without  the  aid  of  an  inter- 
preter. The  Tambookies  sometimes  say,  ‘We  understand  you 
very  well,  but  from  your  answers  we  perceive  that  you  do  not 
always  understand  us'  And  so  it  really  is ; for  I can  more 
readily  speak  intelligibly  than  understand  what  is  spoken.  On 
the  22d  of  April,  an  Finglish  trader  living  at  Port  Natal,  arrived 
here  with  eight  wagons,  on  his  way  from  Graham’s  Town,  where 
he  had  disposed  of  a large  quantity  of  elephants’  teeth.  He  invited 
us  to  form  a Mission  place  at  Port  Natal,  and  his  description  of 
the  country  and  its  inhabitants,  the  Zoolahs,  was  very  inviting. 

“ 1 6th  June.  Yesterday  the  preaching  was  again  well  attended, 
and  many  came  from  the  neighborhood,  some  on  oxen,  some  on 
horseback,  and  others  on  foot.  I preaehed  from  the  words — 
‘There  is  joy  in  heaven  over  one  sinner  that  repenteth.’  At 
present  I am  busied  in  making  windows  for  the  new  church  and 
school-house,  and  have  but  little  time  for  study.” 

FROM  THE  SAME  TO  THE  SECRETARY. 

“ June  16  th. 

“ In  regard  to  the  acquisition  of  the  Tambookie  language,  I 
am  bound  to  admit,  that  there  is  still  before  me  a wild  and  uncul- 
tivated field.  Nevertheless,  I have  proceeded  so  far,  with  the 
Lord’s  assistance,  as  to  venture  to  hold  public  and  private  dis- 
courses to  the  natives,  without  the  aid  of  an  interpreter.  This  is 
a task  hitherto  connected  with  much  labor  and  study,  as  I am 
obliged  to  write  down  all  that  I mean  to  say.  Yet  it  is  something 
to  have  hereby  got  rid  of  the  misapprehensions,  which  are  inse- 
parable from  the  employment  of  native  interpreters.  The  Tam- 
bookies heard  this  year,  for  the  first  time,  the  history  of  our 
Saviour’s  sufferings  and  death  in  their  own  tongue.  I am  aware 
that  there  are  faults  in  the  translation,  yet,  when  after  the  meeting 
I frequently  inquired  whether  my  hearers  comprehended  what 
was  read,  the  answer  given  me  was,  ‘We  understand  it  all;  but 
why  must  Jesus  suffer  in  this  manner?’  Others  said,  ‘We  un- 
derstand every  thing  when  we  hear  it,  but  you  cannot  think  how 
soon  we  forget  it  again.’  Another  gave  utterance  to  the  wish, 
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that  faith  in  Jesus  could  be  purchased  with  oxen.  The  attend- 
ance of  the  Tambookies  at  the  public  services  on  the  Lord’s  day 
is  more  numerous  than  ever,  and  they  manifest  great  stillness  and 
devotion.  The  school  is  attended  by  from  30  to  70  children,  and 
many  more  wrould  come,  were  they  not  prevented  by  having  to 
fetch  water  and  tend  the  cattle.  The  continual  changes  which 
take  place  in  our  population  operate  very  unfavorably  upon  the 
progress  of  our  scholars ; most  of  those  I have  at  present  have 
come  hither  quite  recently.  The  Bushmen,  who  had  forsaken  us 
for  a long  season  to  go  a-hunting,  lately  returned,  well  laden  with 
wild  honey.  Their  children  learn  readily,  and  seem  to  have  little 
fancy  for  the  life  of  their  parents.  Notwithstanding  the  circum- 
stances above  alluded  to,  our  settlement  continues  to  increase  in 
size  and  number  of  inhabitants.  In  the  midst  of  many  difficulties, 
the  Lord  grants  us  daily  proofs  that  he  is  with  us,  and  accom- 
panies with  his  blessing  the  precious  seed  that  we  scatter.  Our 
eight  baptized  Tambookies,  and  particularly  the  five  communi- 
cants, show  simplicity  and  steadfastness  of  faith,  and  prove  by 
their  demeanor  that  the  joy  of  the  Lord  is  their  strength.  One 
of  these  young  converts  named  Herman,  in  whom  the  power  of 
the  word  of  the  Cross  is  strikingly  evident,  was  at  first  derided 
by  his  countrymen  ; but  when  they  perceived  that  they  could  not 
shake  his  constancy,  they  applauded  him  greatly  for  being  able 
to  answer  so  correctly  all  their  questions. 

A.  Bonatz.” 


[From  the  “ Periodical  Accounts,”  &c.] 

V.  GREENLAND. 

Brother  and  Sister  Grillich,  of  New-Herrnhut,  and  Brother 
and  Sister  Eberle,  of  Lichtenfels,  landed  at  Copenhagen  on  the 
21st  September,  the  former  with  a view  to  retirement  from  active 
service,  the  latter  on  a visit  of  some  months.  They  have  trans- 
mitted to  us  detailed  accounts  of  the  progress  of  the  Mission  in 
our  northern  stations,  up  to  July,  also  some  letters  from  the  two 
southern,  written  in  March.  They  had  left  their  fellow-laborers 
in  good  health.  The  winter  in  general  had  been  far  from  incle- 
ment, and  much  less  tempestuous  than  for  several  years  preced- 
ing. At  Lichtenfels  the  cold  was  most  severe  and  constant;  the 
frost  having  continued  from  September  to  May,  Fahrenheit’s 
thermometer  standing  at  times  as  low  as  20  degrees  below  zero. 
Owing  to  this  circumstance,  the  Greenlanders  could  obtain  but  a 
very  scanty  supply  of  provisions,  the  sea  being  blocked  up  with 
ice.  The  scarcity  increased,  and  toward  Easter  it  amounted  to  a 
famine,  which  was  most  severely  felt  at  the  out-places,  as  no  relief 
could  be  afforded  them.  Many  Greenlanders  had  to  sustain  life 
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by  eating  sea- weeds  and  fragments  of  old  boats  made  of  seal-skins. 
Nor  could  they  warm  their  tents,  having  no  blubber  to  burn  in 
their  lamps.  In  Lichtenfels  itself,  the  Missionaries  were  enabled 
to  render  material  assistance  to  the  sufferers,  by  means  of  some 
presents  received  from  Europe,  and  the  blessing  of  God  on  their 
little  garden  and  slock  of  cattle,  so  that  the  fatal  effects  of  want 
were  prevented.  Although  the  winter  was  in  this  respect  most 
afflicting,  the  prevailing  distress  was  not  unattended  with  spiritual 
benefit.  Want  of  sustenance  for  the  body,  proved  with  many  the 
means  of  causing  them  more  eagerly  to  seek  for  the  true  bread, 
that  can  nourish  the  soul,  and  to  lay  hold  of  the  comfort  to  be 
derived  from  God’s  holy  word ; and  our  Brethren  witnessed 
many  striking  examples  of  confidence  in  God,  of  true  content- 
ment, and  of  lively  gratitude.  At  the  three  other  stations,  where 
the  cold  did  not  exceed  4 degrees  below  0 Fahrenheit,  the  people 
suffered  no  want.  For  the  blessing  with  which  it  has  pleased  the 
Lord  to  crown  their  labors  also  in  the  last  fourteen  months,  our 
Missionaries  express  themselves  truly  grateful,  though  they  can- 
not conceal  the  occurrence  of  circumstances  among  their  charge, 
that  caused  them  both  grief  and  trouble.  As  the  Danish  inspector 
of  the  Greenland  trade  perseveringly  insists  upon  the  dispersion 
of  the  natives,  the  difficulties  which  arise  out  of  it,  in  regard  to 
the  care  of  souls,  continue  to  be  felt  and  lamented  by  our  Bre- 
thren. To  the  Missionaries  at  the  two  northern  settlements  it 
was  a subject  of  particular  regret,  that  the  ice  made  it  quite  im- 
possible, either  for  them  to  visit  the  out-places,  or  for  the  Green- 
landers to  visit  the  stations.  The  native  assistants,  however,  did 
their  best  to  care  for  those  around  them.  At  Lichtenau,  the 
majority  of  the  members  of  which  congregation  is  dispersed,  the 
Missionaries  had,  however,  twice  during  the  winter  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  all  their  people  together  at  that  settlement;  and  in 
autumn  they  had  been  able  to  visit  them  at  their  several  places  of 
abode.  Brother  and  Sister  Lehman,  and  their  company,  reached 
New-Herrnhut  in  safety,  on  the  11th  June.  July  13th,  Brother 
Charles  A.  Ulbricht,  who  had  spent  the  winter  at  Fredericksthal, 
in  consequence  of  Brother  Conrad  Kleinschmidt’s  departure,  was 
married  to  Sister  Maria  D.  Grotefend,  and  Brother  John  F.  Baus, 
of  Lichtenau,  to  Sister  Sarah  Bauer.  Brother  and  Sister  Ulbricht 
will  remain  at  New-Herrnhut,  and  Brother  Ulbricht  will  lend  a 
helping  hand  in  the  building  of  a new  wing  to  the  Mission  house. 
During  Brother  and  Sister  Eherle’s  visit  in  Europe,  Brother  and 
Sister  Tietzen  will  reside  at  Lichtenfels.  At  Fredericksthal,  where 
Brother  Michael  Asboe  will  commence  his  Missionary  service, 
the  new  chapel  was  finished  in  the  course  of  the  summer,  and 
was  opened  on  the  10th  November.  In  the  autumn  of  1833,  a 
disease  prevailed  among  the  natives  of  that  place,  which  proved 
fatal  to  several  of  them  ; the  majority  of  the  patients,  however, 
recovered.  The  spiritual  state  of  both  these  congregations  had 
been  such  as  to  afford  satisfaction  and  encouragement  to  the 
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Missionaries.  At  neither  had  the  Greenlanders  to  suffer  from 
want  of  food,  the  supply  of  seals  having  proved  rather  abundant 
than  otherwise.  The  widow  Sister  Kleinschmidt,  was  confined 
during  the  previous  winter  by  a severe  inflammation  on  the  chest; 
since  her  recovery  from  which,  she  has  removed  to  Lichtenau 
with  her  son-in-law  and  daughter,  Brother  and  Sister  Ihrer;  their 
place  at  Fredericksthal  being  supplied  by  Brother  and  Sister 
Valentine  Muller.  Brother  and  Sister  Baus,  and  the  single 
Brother  Michael  A shoe,  have  also  received  their  appointment 
thither. 

EXTRACT  OF  A LETTER  FROM  BROTHER  JOHN  KOEGEL. 

“ Lichtenau , June  30 th,  1834. 

“Dear  Brother, — During  the  past  year  we  have  been  spared 
the  interference  of  the  merchants,  and  no  demand  to  disperse 
our  congregation  has  been  made  upon  us.  We  therefore,  live 
undisturbed  with  one-half  of  our  people,  and  the  Greenland 
Brethren  and  Sisters  from  the  out-places  could  visit  us  on  festi- 
vals and  other  occasions.  We  were  favored  with  very  fine  and 
calm  weather  to  the  middle  of  February.  Our  winter,  like  that 
in  Europe,  was  mild.  We  had  generally  a clear  sky,  and  very 
little  snow,  which  is  the  reverse  of  former  years  at  that  season. 
If  other  indications  had  not  existed,  we  should  almost  have  for- 
gotten that  we  were  in  Greenland.  Our  people  could  go  out  in 
their  kayaks  day  after  day,  and  they  got  a good  supply  of  seals, 
eider  ducks,  and  fishes.  They,  therefore,  suffered  no  want,  and 
we  may  call  it  a year  of  external  prosperity ; but  we  stood  in 
need  of  wood  for  fuel,  and  also  of  coals. 

“In  the  middle  of  February  we  had  snow  and  storms,  and  the 
cold  varied  from  3 above  to  8 below  zero,  of  Fahrenheit.  In 
April  it  changed  to  warmer  weather,  and  in  May  we  could  workin 
our  gardens,  and  hoped  to  have  a good  crop,  but  were  disappoint- 
ed. It  became  again  cold,  and  even  now  it  snows  and  freezes  at 
night.  Vegetation  is  of  course  retarded,  and  if  the  weather  does 
not  become  warmer,  wre  shall  not  have  sixteen  tons  of  vegetables, 
as  we  had  last  year.  Very  little  hay  could  be  procured  for  our 
cattle,  and  the  bushes  found  in  the  creeks  grow  more  scarce,  as 
likewise  the  drift-wood  from  the  south.  The  latter  is  most  need- 
ful for  the  use  of  the  Greenlanders,  for  their  huts,  women’s  boats, 
and  kayaks. 

“ In  autumn  I visited  nine  out-places,  at  which  members  of 
our  congregations  reside.  During  these  visits  we  did  not  see 
many  of  them,  and  only  in  those  places  where  ive  staid  over  night 
could  we  find  opportunity  to  meet  the  people,  and  to  hold  meet- 
ings for  exhortation.  In  the  daytime  the  men  were  always  out 
in  their  kayaks,  and  only  a few  old  people  and  children  were  to 
be  found  at  home.  The  younger  women  and  youths  were  up  and 
down  the  country  gathering  berries.  We  were  three  days  en- 
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gaged  in  these  visits,  and  on  our  return  home  experienced  a par- 
ticular preservation  of  our  lives.  Being  still  nine  miles  from 
Lichtenau,  we  were  overtaken  by  a dreadful  storm  from  the 
south,  which,  notwithstanding  the  utmost  exertion  of  our  nine 
female  rowers,  prevented  our  gaining  a creek  for  safety,  and  for 
half  an  hour  we  were  in  danger  of  being  dashed  against  the  rocky 
coast,  from  which  we  could  hardly  keep  ourselves  by  our  boat- 
hooks and  oars,  expecting  every  moment  that  the  skin  boat  would 
be  torn  to  pieces.  At  length  the  wind  moderating,  we  were  able 
to  reach  a place  where  we  could  drag  our  boat  on  shore,  and  from 
whence  we  reached  Lichtenau  the  next  day,  truly  thankful  to  the 
Lord  for  the  protection  vouchsafed  to  us. 

“ Our  venerable  Brother  Grillich  returns  to  Europe,  after 
nearly  50  years’  service  in  this  Mission.  He  has  not  seen  Europe 
for  33  years,  and  will  find  many  changes  there. 

“I  have  received  a letter  from  my  brother  Caspar,  at  Lichten- 
fels.  He  is  well,  and  diligent  in  his  work,  and  has  now  begun  to 
address  the  congregation  in  the  Greenland  language.  May  the 
Lord  strengthen  and  bless  him  for  his  service  ! 

John  Koegel.” 


[From  the  “ Periodical  Accounts,”  &c.] 
MISCELLANEOUS  INTELLIGENCE. 

2.  DANISH  WEST  INDIA  ISLANDS. 

The  blessing  of  the  Lord  continues  to  be  manifestly  vouch- 
safed to  the  labors  of  our  Brethren  in  this  earliest  of  the  Mission- 
ary fields  occupied  by  our  Church.  The  seven  stations  which  it 
comprises  are  still  frequented  by  many  an  inquirer  after  the  way 
of  salvation,  by  whom  the  class  of  new  people  is  from  time  to 
time  augmented.  During  the  month  of  July,  15  adults  were 
admitted  into  the  visible  Church  of  Christ,  by  holy  baptism. 
After  a drought  of  seven  months’  duration,  the  islands  had  been 
refreshed  by  plentiful  showers,  for  which  the  wffiole  population 
felt  truly  thankful,  as  great  distress  had  been  occasioned  by  the 
want  of  sufficient  food  both  for  man  and  beast.  Many  negroes  in 
connection  with  our  Church,  displayed  their  confidence  in  God 
during  this  season  of  trial  in  a very  edifying  manner,  and  testified 
their  gratitude  for  the  spiritual  blessings  conferred  upon  them,  by 
collecting  fodder  for  the  cattle  belonging  to  the  Missionaries,  and 
conveying  it  to  the  settlements  free  of  expense,  often  from  a very 
considerable  distance.  At  the  beginning  of  August,  all  the  Mis- 
sionaries were  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health. 
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2.  SURINAM. 

Brother  Voigt  and  his  wife  landed  in  safety  at  Paramaribo,  on 
the  31st  July,  after  a safe  and  expeditious  voyage  of  six  weeks, 
from  Holland.  Brother  Graff  has  been  under  the  necessity  of 
paying  a visit  to  Europe,  for  the  restoration  of  his  health. 


[Translated  for  the  Missionary  Intelligencer.] 

VII.  EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTORS  OF  THE 

SOCIET  V FOR  PROPAGATING  THE  GOSPEL  AMONG  THE  HEATHEN. 

BETHLEHEM,  PENN.,  AUGUST  2lst,  1835. 

On  the  21st  day  of  the  ensuing  month  of  September,  forty-eight 
years  will  have  elapsed  since  this  Society  was  first  organized. 
Its  founders^  twenty-five  in  number,  were  conscious  of  the  obliga- 
tion incumbent  upon  every  individual  member  of  the  Brethren’s 
Unity,  to  take  an  interest  in  our  Missions  among  the  Heathen ; 
but  they  associated  for  the  express  purpose  of  making  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom  a special  object  of  their  united 
efforts.  For  some  time  previous  it  had  appeared  desirable  to 
institute  a society,  with  an  eye  particularly  to  our  Mission  among 
the  Indians  in  this  country ; and  an  expectation  was  entertained, 
that  such  an  association  would  receive  the  legal  sanction  of  the 
government.  Application  was  accordingly  made  to  the  Legislature 
of  Pennsylvania  for  an  act  of  incorporation,  which  was  granted 
February  27th,  1788.  All  these  steps  were  taken  in  humble 
reliance  upon  the  Lord  ; and,  as  the  history  of  nearly  half  a cen- 
tury abundantly  proves,  their  confidence  was  not  put  to  the  blush. 
This  has  at  all  times  been  a source  of  joy  and  gratitude,  particu- 
larly on  every  return  of  the  Society’s  anniversary,  which,  since 
the  year  1792,  is  always  held  on  or  about  the  21st  of  August, 
being  the  memorial  day  of  the  commencement  of  the  Brethren’s 
Missions  among  the  Heathen.  On  the  present  occasion  the 
Directors  again  find  cause  to  bless  the  name  of  the  Lord,  who 
has  graciously  owned  the  operations  of  the  Society  throughout 
another  year. 

In  the  fall  of  1834,  their  number  was  increased  by  the  arrival 
of  Brother  Philip  Henry  Goepp,  successor  to  the  late  Brother 
Louis  D.  de  Schweinitz,  as  Agent  of  the  mission  department  in 
this  country.  The  place  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Society,  Brother 
Eugene  A.  Frtiauf,  who  sailed  for  Europe  in  April,  has  been  tem- 
porarily filled  by  one  or  another  member  of  the  Board.  The 
current  business  wras  conducted  without  interruption ; and  under 
the  blessing  of  the  Lord  a contribution  of  $10,500  has  again  been 
paid  over  to  the  mission  department  of  the  Unity. 

At  the  suggestion  of  our  faithful  Agent,  Col.  William  Miles,  the 
Board  had  already,  in  the  course  of  last  year,  deemed  it  expedient 
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that  a journey  should  be  undertaken  by  several  Brethren,  to  Erie 
county,  Penn.,  to  view  the  Society’s*  lands  with  their  improve- 
ments, and  to  consult  personally  with  the  Agent  himself,  whose 
declining  years  forbid  us  to  hope  for  a long  continuance  of  his 
services.  Accordingly,  the  Brethren  Owen  Rice  and  John  F. 
Rauch  set  out  for  that  quarter  on  the  1st  of  June,  and  returned 
by  the  28th  of  the  same  month.  From  their  report  it  appears, 
that  under  the  superintendence  of  our  worthy  Agent,  and  through 
the  industry  of  most  of  the  tenants,  the  improvements  on  the 
tracts  belonging  to  the  Society,  both -that  situated  on  French 
Creek,  and  that  bordering  on  Lake  Erie  and  the  State  of  Ohio, 
have  since  the  last  visit,  in  1827,  been  steadily  advancing,  so  as 
to  promise,  at  no  very  distant  period,  a considerable  revenue  to 
the  Society.  In  view  of  the  remote  residence  of  the  Agent  from 
the  western  tract,  the  Committee  appointed  his  son,  Mr.  James 
Miles,  to  succeed  him  in  his  agency  for  that  part ; while  the 
father  will  continue  to  act  as  Agent  for  the  lands  on  French 
Creek.  Unless  circumstances,  altogether  unforeseen,  should 
occur,  there  will  be  no  necessity  of  sending  another  deputation 
before  the  year  1839,  when  all  the  improvements  on  the  western 
tract  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  so  far  advanced,  as  to  justify  the  Board 
in  making  such  further  arrangements  as  may  then  be  requisite  for 
the  future. 

The  wish,  that  more  of  the  members  of  our  American  congre- 
gations might  go  forth  as  laborers  into  the  Missionary  field, 
having  been  so  ardently  cherished  and  so  frequently  expressed, 
it  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction  that  we  record  the  departure  of 
another  couple  from  our  country,  viz.  of  our  Brother  and  Sister 
Lawrence  F.  and  Mary  S.  Oerter  to  the  island  of  Barbadoes,  for 
which  they  sailed  from  New-York  on  the  21st  ultimo,  by  way  of 
St.  Thomas.  May  they  prove  able  and  faithful  laborers  in  that 
part  of  the  vineyard,  like  those  who  have  preceded  them  from  the 
bosom  of  our  American  congregations.  Agreeably  to  accounts 
received  in  the  course  of  the  year,  the  latter  continued  in  vigorous 
activity,  with  the  exception  of  Sister  Bigler,  who  had  been  com- 
pelled, by  the  critical  state  of  her  health,  to  leave  St.  Kitt’s  with 
her  husband,  and  retire  to  Antigua. 

The  apprehensions  entertained  in  regard  to  the  effects  of  the 
emancipation  of  the  slaves  in  all  the  British  colonies,  which  took 
place  on  the  1st  of  August  last  year,  have  been  happily  dissipated, 
inasmuch  as  this  great  change,  so  far  as  our  accounts  extend,  had 
in  most  of  the  West  India  islands,  where  we  have  Missions,  passed 
over  without  serious  disturbances,  and  already  exercises  a favorable 
influence,  in  a religious  point  of  view,  upon  the  colored  population. 
May  these  effects  prove  lasting  and  increasing ! 

It  is  not  a little  encouraging  to  see  how  new  doors  are  opening, 
both  there  and  elsewhere,  for  the  spreading  of  the  Gospel  among 
the  Heathen,  by  the  instrumentality  of  the  Brethren  ; nor  is  it  less 
cheering  to  find,  that,  while  the  necessities  of  our  mission  depart- 
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ment  are  increasing,  the  Lord  still  raises  up  friends,  chiefly  beyond 
the  pale  of  our  own  Church,  who  cheerfully  aid  us  in  our  Mission- 
ary work. 

We  here  refer,  among  the  rest,  to  the  favorable  result  of  a 
journey,  (the  first  attempt  of  the  kind  in  this  country,)  undertaken 
by  the  minister  of  odr  congregation  at  New-York,  Brother  Wm. 
H.  Van  Yleck,  and  sanctioned  by  the  Provincial  Board  at  Bethle- 
hem, for  the  purpose  of  making  the  Christian  public  acquainted 
with  our  Missionary  work,  by  means  of  public  addresses  in  the 
churches  of  different  denominations,  and  private  conversations 
with  individuals;  with  a view  to  excite  a more  general  interest  in 
the  cause  of  our  Missions  among  the  Heathen.  The  success  of 
this  first  appeal,  which  was  made  at  Boston  and  Providence,  and 
which  far  exceeded  our  expectations,  is  calculated  to  encourage 
similar  attempts  in  other  parts,  whenever  circumstances  may 
justify  the  measure. 

At  the  same  time  it  is  most  devoutly  to  be  wished,  that,  while 
our  field  of  Missionary  operations  is  extending  abroad,  there  may 
be  a proportionate  increase  of  active  interest  manifested  in  our 
own  congregations  at  home  ; and  all  the  members  of  this  Society 
should,  on  the  present  occasion,  unite  with  renewed  zeal,  to  pro- 
mote the  object  of  our  association.  It  was  a subject  of  intense 
anxiety  with  the  late  Preparatory  Provincial  Conference,  held  at 
Bethlehem,  in  view  of  the  approaching  General  Synod  of  the 
Brethren’s  Church,  to  excite  and  cherish  among  our  people  a more 
lively  interest  in  the  cause  of  our  Missions,  and  several  resolu- 
tions were  adopted  for  the  purpose,  from  which,  under  the  Divine 
blessing,  we  may  promise  ourselves  a happy  effect. 

Among  the  members  of  this  Society  who  departed  this  life  in  the 
course  of  the  last  year,  we  would  mention  our  late  Brother  Benja- 
min Mortimer,  at  New-York,  who  in  former  years  labored  faith- 
fully as  a Missionary  among  the  Delaware  Indians,  and  who,  to 
the  day  of  his  death,  took  the  most  active  interest  in  the  cause  of 
Missions,  and  sought  to  cultivate  the  same  sentiment  in  the  minds 
of  others  ; in  which  he  was  so  successful,  that  through  his  instru- 
mentality very  considerable  contributions  were  obtained  for  our 
missionary  funds.* 

We  now  submit  a few  facts  relative  to  the  present  state  of  our 
Missions  among  the  Indians  in  this  country. 

1.  MISSION  AT  NEW-FAIR  FI  ELD,  U.  C. 

About  the  middle  of  the  year  now  past,  the  prospects  of  this 
Mission,  in  a spiritual  point  of  view,  were  far  from  being  encour- 
aging. The  enemy  of  souls  had  succeeded,  at  the  time  when  the 
presents,  due  from  the  British  government  ever  since  the  year 


* See  Memoirs  of  Brother  Benjamin  Mortimer:  Missionary  Intelligencer,  second 
quarter,  1835.  p.  285. 
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1833,  were  distributed,  in  bringing  on  disturbances,  such  as  the 
Missionaries  had  not  witnessed  for  years,  and  which  proved  the 
more  painful,  as  that  distribution  took  place  in  their  own  settle- 
ment, and  the  fond  hopes  entertained  of  the  happy  effect  of  this 
new  arrangement,  were  thus  most  bitterly  disappointed.  This 
unhappy  result,  however,  is  to  be  mainly  ascribed  to  the  perni- 
cious influence  of  the  neighboring  whites.  In  the  sequel,  many 
of  the  poor  Indians  gave  evidence  of  deep  contrition,  which,  in 
some  degree,  raised  the  drooping  spirits  of  the  Missionaries,  and 
encouraged  us  to  hope  for  better  things.  A number  of  our  people, 
in  unison  with  other  Indians  belonging  to  the  Methodist  society, 
and  some  who  are  yet  Heathen,  petitioned  the  Legislature  of 
Upper  Canada  for  a law  prohibiting  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits 
among  them.  Such  a law  has  since  been  passed,  to  be  in  force 
foT  four  years  from  the  1st  of  January,  1836;  and  the  Missiona- 
ries, who  seconded  this  measure,  promise  themselves  a favorable 
result.  Awful,  according  to  their  description,  is  the  power  of  sin 
over  the  wretched  victims  of  intemperance  and  other  concomitant 
vices,  which  in  those  who  are  yet  the  willing  slaves  of  Satan,  often 
exhibit  themselves  with  the  most  unblushing  effrontery.  The 
number  of  those  who  walk  worthily  of  the  Gospel  is  rather  dimin- 
ishing: and  thus  the  influence  of  the  corrupt  majority  will  more 
and  more  preponderate.  Notwithstanding  the  above  sad  occur- 
rences, the  Missionaries  are  determined  not  to  despair,  but  to  con- 
tinue the  preaching  of  the  Cross,  trusting  to  Him  who  hath  sent 
them,  ,to  give  it  effect.  Nor  have  instances  of  its  divine  power 
been  altogether  wanting  within  the  past  year.  The  communion 
and*  other  festal  seasons  have  not  been  without  a blessing.  Seve- 
ral adults  from  among  the  Heathen  wrere  baptized,  and  others,  who 
had  been  excluded,  were  readmitted  to  fellowship  ; some  had 
happily  departed  this  life  in  the  faith.  The  three  missionary 
families  lived  and  labored  together  in  unity  of  spirit,  and  with  few 
exceptions  enjoyed  good  health.  The  settlement  had  once  more 
been  mercifully  spared  from  the  ravages  of  the  cholera,  which 
again  approached  their  borders.  The  wheat-harvest  was  good  ; 
but  the  crop  of  Indian  corn  wras  indifferent ; so  was  that  of  maple 
sugar.  The  winter  w as  not  as  severe  as  wdth  us.  In  the  spring 
heavy  colds  w-ere  generally  prevalent,  and  very  obstinate.  A 
female  native  assistant,  Polly,  departed  this  life  in  consequence  of 
such  an  attack. 

The  result  of  an  exploring  expedition  to  the  Missouri,  under- 
taken by  some  of  our  Indians,  had  appeared  to  damp  the  ardor  of 
those  who  were  in  favor  of  emigrating  thither.  It  was  accord- 
ingly the  more  unexpected  to  us,  to  learn  from  a letter  of  Brother 
Luckenbach's,  dated  in  July,  that  several  families,  who,  from 
their  former  residence  at  Goshen,  in  Ohio,  retain  a predilection 
for  the  United  States,  are  now  actually  bent  upon  emigrating, 
provided  they  could  obtain  the  consent  of  our  Provincial  Board, 
and  might  indulge  the  hope  of  having  Missionaries  of  our  Church 


PROPAGATING  THE  GOSPEL. 


425 


settled  among  them.  Of  this  number  are  the  two  native  assistants, 
John  and  Charles  Henry,  both  upward  of  70  years  old. 

May  the  Lord  himself  so  direct  us  in  this  important  matter,  as 
to  secure  the  best  interests  of  the  Missionary  cause  in  that  nation. 
Meanwhile,  we  would  fervently  pray  for  a new  outpouring  of  his 
Holy  Spirit  upon  the  poor  little  flock  at  New-Fairfield,  imploring 
him  to  strengthen  the  faith  of  our  dear  Missionaries,  that  they  may 
endure  unto  the  end.  Brother  Jesse  Vogler  is  engaged  in  acquir- 
ing the  Delaware  language,  and  Brother  Luckenbach  in  translating 
a series  of  Bible  stories,  of  which  the  first  part  is  now  printing  at 
the  expense  of  the  American  Tract  Society,  at  New-York ; to 
whom  we  are  greatly  indebted  for  the  generous  aid  expended  from 
year  to  year,  to  our  Missions  among  the  Heathen.* 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1834,  the  Indian  congregation  at  New- 
Fairfield  consisted  of  253  souls.  Of  this  number,  41  were  com- 
municants, 96  baptized  adults,  and  55  baptized  children.  The 
Mission  family  consisted  of  3 married  couples,  and  a little 
daughter  of  one  of  the  Missionaries. 


2.  MISSION  AMONG  THE  CHEROKEES. 

Agreeably  to  accounts  received  from  our  Brethren  at  Salem, 
N.  C.,  the  circumstances  of  this  Mission  have  not  varied  mate- 
rially since  the  date  of  our  last  report.  The  labors  of  Brother 
Clauder  among  the  Cherokees  were  carried  on  in  the  same  man- 
ner, as  they  had  been  since  the  expulsion  of  the  Missionaries  from 
Springplace  ; the  meetings  being  held  partly  at  his  dwelling,  near 
our  friend  Captain  McNair’s,  on  the  Connesauga,  in  Tennessee, 
partly  at  the  houses  of  different  members  of  the  Indian  flock,  and 
attended  numerously,  not  only  by  the  latter,  but  in  a great  degree 
by  strangers,  many  of  whom  are  Heathen.  The  festivals  of  the 
Church  were  celebrated,  and  the  sacraments  administered  regu- 
larly at  the  Missionary’s  residence,  for  which  purpose  a shed  had 
been  erected  in  its  immediate  vicinity  by  some  of  the  Indian 
Brethren,  under  the  shelter  of  which,  both  meetings  and  schools 
are  kept  during  the  summer.  Since  the  beginning  of  the  present 
year,  Brother  Clauder  has  repeatedly  preached  to  a number  of  hea- 
then in  the  mountains,  at  an  Indian  town  named  Ella-culse, 
about  8 miles  from  Captain  McNair’s,  which  had  heretofore  been 
a stronghold  of  Satan ; but  was  interrupted  at  his  last  visit, — 
the  enemy  of  souls  having  succeeded  in  exciting  suspicions  in 
the  minds  of  many  against  all  Missionaries.  The  little  Cherokee 
congregation  had  received  some  accession  to  its  numbers  by  the 
baptism  of  several  adult  heathen,  and  by  the  addition  of  others  who 
had  heretofore  belonged  to  the  Methodist  Society.  At  the  close 

* The  Creole  translation  of  the  Harmony  of  the  Four  Gospels,  printed  by  that 
worthy  Society  in  the  course  of  last  year,  for  the  benefit  of  our  Mission  in  the  Danish 
West  India  islands,  is  already  in  use  there,  and  of  essential  service  to  our  Mission- 
aries. 
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of  the  year  1834,  it  consisted  of  97  souls,  of  which  number  only 
five  or  six  are  the  remnants  of  the  small,  but  once  thriving  flock  at 
Oochgelogy,  where  Brother  Clauder  can  only  visit  occasionally, 
the  rest  having  thus,  for  lack  of  spiritual  nourishment,  returned 
to  the  husks  of  the  world.  The  work  of  Divine  grace,  notwith- 
standing many  imperfections,  is  nevertheless  going  on  among 
our  Cherokees,  and  is  perceptible  even  in  such  of  their  heathen 
countrymen  as  at  first  appeared  resolutely  to  resist  the  truth ; 
and  amidst  the  numberless  temptations  to  which  these  poor,  op- 
pressed people  are  exposed,  it  is  evidently  to  be  ascribed  solely 
to  Almighty  power,  if  any  of  them  are  preserved  from  apostacy. 
The  whites  themselves  acknowledge  that  our  Indians  are  better 
than  they.  Springplace,  once  a Bethel,  is  now  a county  town, 
and  our  Mission  church  a court-house.  Brother  Clauder,  being 
there  on  business,  witnessed  with  his  own  eyes  the  scenes  that 
now  desecrate  the  spot,  and  was  glad  to  hasten  away. 

The  political  affairs  of  the  nation  remain  undecided.  Agree- 
ably to  the  latest  accounts  received,  the  majority  of  the  nation, 
headed  by  their  principal  chief,  appeared  determined  to  reject  the 
apparently  favorable  terms  again  offered  them  by  the  General 
Government,  and  notwithstanding  the  increasing  rigor  of  the 
laws  enacted  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  to  abide  by  the  conse- 
quences. We,  as  our  Brethren  at  Salem  remark,  amidst  the  un- 
certainty which  hangs  over  the  fate  of  that  Mission,  can  only  look 
to  our  infinitely  wise  and  gracious  Lord,  in  humble  confidence 
that  he  will  not  suffer  the  good  work  begun  among  this  people  to 
be  wholly  destroyed,  nor  the  smoking  flax  to  be  utterly  quenched. 

OF  THE  MISSION  AMONG  THE  COLORED  PEOPLE, 

in  and  about  Salem,  N.  C.,  the  following  few  particulars  are 
added,  from  the  report  of  our  North-Carolina  Missionary  Society 
in  1834. 

The  word  of  reconciliation  was  preached  on  Sundays,  once  a 
fortnight,  to  a colored  congregation,  sometimes  numbering  100 
and  upward.  It  had  been  remarked  with  joy,  that  they  appeared 
to  evince  a greater  degree  of  hunger  for  the  bread  of  life  than  for 
some  time  before,  and  begin  to  appreciate  more  and  more  the 
privilege  of  having  a church  of  their  own.  The  celebration  of 
the  centenary  jubilee  of  the  commencement  of  the  United  Bre- 
thren’s Missions  among  the  Heathen,  was  peculiarly  blest,  on 
which  occasion  two  adults  and  a child  were  baptized.  Brother 
John  R.  Smith,  who  is  the  present  Missionary  of  this  little  flock, 
(first  gathered  in  1822,)  observes,  that  his  private  conversations 
with  individuals,  and  his  visits  to  different  plantations,  have  not 
been  without  a blessing  to  some  of  these  people.  Such  colored 
persons  also  as  did  not  belong  to  our  Church,  but  had  occasion- 
ally attended  the  meetings,  and  formerly  the  Sunday  school, 
have,  upon  a sick  bed,  given  evidence  of  the  effect  produced 
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upon  their  minds  by  the  labors  of  our  Brethren,  and  died  in  hum- 
ble reliance  on  the  merits  of  the  Saviour.  The  communicants  of 
the  flock,  to  whom  the  Lord’s  Supper  was  administered  from  time 
to  time,  found  it  a source  of  refreshment  on  their  way  to  heaven. 
They  were  eleven  in  number,  to  which  add  seven  baptized  and 
received  adults,  and  two  candidates  for  reception — total,  twenty 
souls. 


[From  the  “ Periodical  Accounts,”  &c.] 

VIII.  CIRCULAR  LETTER  OF  THE  SYNODAL  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE 

MANAGEMENT  OF  THE  MISSIONS  OF  THE  UNITED  BRETHREN, 

ACCOMPANYING  THE  STATEMENT  OF  1833. 

“Dear  Brethren  and  Sisters, — The  unfavorable  result  of 
the  statement  of  our  Mission  Funds  for  the  preceding  year,  occa- 
sioned us  serious  disquietude,  in  which  we  are  well  aware,  the 
members  and  friends  of  our  Church  cordially  participated.  Many 
were  thereby  excited  not  only  to  fervent  intercession  at  the  throne 
of  grace,  in  behalf  of  the  work  committed  to  us,  but  also  to 
increased  exertions  for  its  support.  Hereto,  it  is  to  be  ascribed, 
under  the  Divine  blessing,  that  the  contributions  received  by  us 
toward  this  object,  during  the  year  1833,  amounted  to  the  unpre- 
cedented sum  of  11,846/.  7s.  lie/.,*  which  sufficed  not  only  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  current  year,  amounting  to  9679/. 
9s.  5c/.,  but  also  to  liquidate  the  existing  arrears  of  2295/.  15s.  2c/., 
with  the  exception  of  a small  remaining  deficiency  of  128/.  14s.  8c/. 
We  offer  to  God  our  Saviour  the  tribute  of  our  humble  and  fer- 
vent thanks  for  this  proof  of  his  continued  goodness  toward  us, 
and  of  the  favor  with  which  he  still  regards  our  feeble  endeavors 
to  promote  his  cause  on  earth.  Nor  can  we  forget  to  repeat  the 
expression  of  our  gratitude  to  the  generous  benefactors,  especially 
those  of  other  Christian  denominations,  whose  hearts  the  Lord 
inclined  to  give  freely  of  that  which  they  have  freely  received. 
May  he  bless  and  reward  them  abundantly  for  their  wrork  and 
labor  of  love,  and  may  he  grant  unto  us,  his  feeble  servants,  an 
increased  measure  of  faith  in  him,  and  of  simple  trust  in  his  un- 
failing promises  ! Our  British  friends,  to  whose  active  zeal  and 
liberality  we  are  again  so  largely  indebted  for  the  maintenance  of 
our  Missionary  work,  will  learn  with  satisfaction,  that  our  expect- 
ations of  a considerable  sum  remaining  to  the  credit  of  the  Bar- 
badoes  Fund,  after  the  payment  of  all  expenses  connected  with 
the  restoration  of  our  ruined  settlements  in  that  island,  have  not 
been  disappointed.  That  fund  exhibits  a surplus  of  1703/.  4s.  4c/., 
which  has  been  applied,  agreeably  to  the  intimation  given  in  our 
last  circular,  to  the  liquidation  of  the  deficiency  remaining  on  the 

* See  the  explanatory  note  prefixed  to  the  statement.  At  the  rate  of  exchange 
hitherto  made  use  of,  the  sum  received  in  1833  would  have  appeared  as  high  as 
13,1622.  13s.  2 d.  The  arrears,  as  given  in  the  statement  of  1832,  were  2550/. 
14*.  Id. 
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W.  I.  Fund , of  792/.  195.  9 id.,  and  on  the  W.  I.  School  Fund  of 
177 1.  Os.  5 d.  The  residue,  amounting  to  733Z.  4s.  2d.,  will  be 
applicable  to  further  objects  connected  with  the  Mission  in  the 
West  Indies.* 

“We  proceed  to  take  a cursory  view  of  the  progress  of  our 
Missionary  work  during  the  year  1833.  The  centenary  jubilee  of 
the  Mission  in  Greenland,  was  celebrated  on  the  19th  and  20th  of 
January,  in  all  our  four  congregations,  with  evident  blessing  to 
both  old  and  young  ; although  many  Greenlanders  residing  at  the 
out-places,  were  deprived  of  a share  in  the  solemnities  of  the  fes- 
tival, by  the  extreme  inclemency  of  the  season.  Many  tokens  of 
Christian  affection,  received  from  their  Brethren  and  friends  in 
Europe,  were  distributed  on  this  occasion,  and  filled  the  hearts 
both  of  Missionaries  and  converts,  with  thankfulness  and  joy. 
The  impression  made  upon  those  who  took  part  in  the  celebra- 
tion, will  not  easily  be  effaced. 

“ In  Labrador  the  winter  was  also  of  unusual  severity  and 
duration,  and  distress  of  various  kinds  was  thereby  occasioned. 
An  additional  source  of  anxiety  to  our  Brethren  was  the  effect 
produced  upon  the  unstable  minds  of  some  of  the  Christian  Es- 
quimaux, by  the  seductive  or  malicious  representations  of  the 
Southlanders,  who  intruded  into  the  neighborhood  of  the  settle- 
ments of  Nain  and  Hopedale.  Considerable  progress  was  made 
toward  the  completion  of  the  buildings  at  Hebron ; but  the  Mis- 
sionaries at  that  station,  had  still  to  lament  the  comparative 
indifference  of  their  northern  visiters  to  the  message  of  salvation. 

“ The  determination  of  the  authorities  of  Upper  Canada,  to  dis- 
tribute in  future  their  annual  government  allowance  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  small  congregation  of  Delaware  Indians,  at  New-Fair- 
field,  was  a subject  of  great  satisfaction  to  the  Missionaries, 
inasmuch  as  it  promised  to  obviate  many  temptations  to  sensual 
indulgence.  The  Missionaries  who  had  been  compelled  to  quit 
their  interesting  settlements  in  the  territory  of  Georgia,  found  a 
suitable  place  of  refuge  on  the  confines  of  the  neighboring  State 
of  Tennessee,  whence  they  were  able,  to  their  great  joy,  to  visit 
the  members  of  their  dispersed  flocks  of  believing  Cherokees. 

“ The  abolition  of  slavery  throughout  the  colonial  dependencies 
of  Great  Britain  having  been  decreed  by  the  Imperial  Parliament 
in  the  course  of  this  year,  our  Missionaries  in  the  British  West 
India  Islands,  looked  forward  to  the  immediate  consequences  of 
this  benevolent  enactment  with  the  deepest  interest,  not,  however, 
unmingled  with  anxiety.  Through  the  merciful' direction  of  the 
Lord,  every  thing  appeared,  however,  to  turn  out  unto  the  fur- 
therance of  his  Gospel.  The  excitement  prevailing  among  all 
classes  in  Jamaica  gradually  subsided.  Our  Brethren  found 
opportunities  of  extending  their  labors,  and  of  establishing  an 
eighth  station,  near  Malvern,  which  has  been  called  New-Beth- 
lehem.  The  Mission  in  Antigua  proceeded  in  an  undisturbed 

* A considerable  portion  of  this  surplus  will  probably  be  required  for  the  erection 
of  a small  chapel  at  Bridgetown,  in  Barbadoes. 
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course,  and  the  blessing  of  the  Lord  continued  to  rest  upon  it. 
The  restoration  of  the  settlements  of  Sharon  and  Mount- Tabor  in 
Barbadoes,  was  followed  by  an  increased  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
surrounding  negro  population  to  hear  the  word  of  salvation, 
whereby  the  Missionaries  were  greatly  encouraged.  The  fre- 
quent earthquakes  experienced  in  the  island  of  St.  Kitts,  pro- 
duced a similar  effect  upon  the  inhabitants  of  all  classes,  and  the 
auditories  at  the  new  station  of  Bethel,  as  well  as  at  the  two 
older  settlements,  were  numerous  beyond  former  experience. 
The  unexpected  departure  of  Brother  S.  Wright,  at  Montgomery, 
in  Tobago,  tended  in  some  measure  to  impede  the  progress  of 
the  Mission  in  that  island,  as  only  one  Brother  could  be  stationed 
there  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

“Our  Brethren  in  the  Danish  West  Indies  were  cheered  in 
their  work  by  the  concourse  of  new  people,  who  thronged  to  the 
seven  settlements,  and  by  the  return  of  many  excluded  persons, 
who  gave  evidence  of  true  penitence.  This  circumstance  they 
could  not  but  consider  as  among  the  blessed  results  of  the  jubilee 
celebration  in  August  of  the  preceding  year.  They  had,  however, 
to  mourn  over  the  loss  of  several  of  their  number,  who  were 
called  into  eternal  rest  by  means  of  the  yellow  fever.  The  de- 
parture of  Brother  Klingenberg,  a member  of  the  superintending 
conference,  was  a subject  of  universal  regret. 

“ Similar  attacks  of  fever,  though  of  a less  serious  description, 
prevented  our  Brethren  in  Surinam  from  availing  themselves,  as 
often  and  extensively  as  they  wished,  of  the  facilities  afforded 
them  by  the  Netherland  Society  for  the  Spread  of  the  Gospel,  for 
visiting  the  negroes  on  the  more  distant  plantations. 

“ The  Mission  in  South  Africa  experienced  a large  measure  of 
the  Divine  blessing  throughout  the  whole  of  the  extended  field 
which  it  occupies.  The  evident  success  which  attended  the 
infant  school  at  Gnadenthal,  led  to  the  establishment  of  similar 
institutions  at  Groenekloof  and  Elim.  In  almost  every  quarter 
the  colonists  manifested  an  increasingly  favorable  disposition,  and 
in  their  turn  partook  of  the  religious  advantages  presented  by  our 
Missionary  institutions.  Among  the  300  Tambookie  settlers  at 
Shiloh,  were  several  who  had  been  led  earnestly  to  inquire,  What 
they  must  do  to  be  saved  ? An  incursion  of  plundering  Corannas, 
which  took  place  in  August,  occasioned  the  loss  of  400  head  of 
cattle,  and  created  such  an  alarm  in  the  minds  of  many  of  the 
inhabitants,  that  they  fled  from  the  place.  The  school  for  the 
Tambookie  children  was  attended  by  the  average  number  of  50 
scholars,  and  Brother  Bonatz  was  making  rapid  progress  in  the 
difficult  Tambookie  language. 

“ The  foregoing  retrospect  of  our  Missionary  work  will  surely 
encourage  us,  dear  Brethren,  to  proceed  steadfastly  and  confi- 
dently in  the  path  of  sacred  duty,  which  our  adorable  Lord  has 
been  pleased  to  point  out  to  us,  looking  to  him  for  his  gracious 
counsel  and  his  almighty  support.  We  rejoice  unfeignedly  to 
observe,  that  in  the  present  day,  many  of  our  Christian  Brethren 
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in  other  denominations  are  constrained  by  love  to  him,  to  devote 
themselves  to  the  instruction  of  the  Heathen  perishing  for  lack  of 
knowledge,  and  that  their  endeavors  are  crowned  with  success  in 
various  parts  of  the  globe.  Finally,  we  commend  ourselves  and 
the  work  committed  to  our  superintendence,  to  your  continued 
and  fervent  intercession  at  the  throne  of  grace,  and  remain  your 
affectionate  Brethren,  constituting  the  Mission  Department  in  the 
Elders’  Conference  of  the  Unity. 

G.  M.  Schneider, 
Hans  Wied, 

Bcthelsdorf,  October  21,  1834.  C.  G.  HuFFEL.” 


Note.  In  reducing  into  British  currency  the  various  items 
contained  in  the  statement  annually  forwarded  to  us  by  our  Mis- 
sionary Board  in  Germany,  it  has  hitherto  been  customary,  as  our 
readers  will  be  aware,  to  calculate  the  value  of  the  pound  sterling 
at  six  rix-dollars,  which  was  long  considered  the  par  of  exchange 
between  the  two  countries. 

The  rate  of  exchange  now  adopted,  as  presenting  the  most 
correct  average,  is  that  of  6 rix  dollars  16  groschen,  (or  6§  dollars,) 
to  the  pound  sterling.  To  facilitate  comparison  with  former  state- 
ments, it  may  be  useful  to  remark,  that  the  deduction  of  one- 
tenth  from  the  amount  of  any  item  which  has  been  calculated 
at  the  old  rate  of  six  rix  dollars  to  the  pound,  will  give  the  exact 
value  according  to  the  new  standard. 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES  OF  THE  MIS- 
SIONS OF  THE  UNITED  BRETHREN,  FOR  1833. 

RECEIPTS. 

J.  From  members  of  the  Brethren’s  congregations,  and  of 
societies  in  connection  with  them, — 

1.  On  the  continent  of  Europe  S4099  46 

2.  In  Great  Britain  5602  26 

3.  In  North  America,  (including  a remittance  of  2000/. 

from  the  Pennsylvanian  Society  for  the  Propaga- 
tion of  the  Gospel)  9723  61 

$19,425  33 

II.  Contributions  from  friends  of  other  Christian  denomina- 

tions,— 

1.  On  the  Continent S3697  79 

2.  In  Great  Britain  22,612  37 

3.  In  North  America 268  10 

26,578  26 

III.  Legacies 5034  24 

IV.  Casual  receipts,  (arising  principally  from  the  recovery  of  outstand- 

ing arrears)  1 012  81 


$52,650  64 


SYNODAL  COMMITTEE. 
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EXPENDITURES. 

I.  Disbursements  for  the  several  Missionary  stations, — 


Buildings.  Journeys.  Household,  &c.  Total. 

1.  In  Greenland....  $322  ‘JO  $281  99  $2324  19  $2929  08 

2.  Labrador* 280  48  280  48 

3.  North  America. . . 167  92  775  93  943  85 

4.  South  Africa 888  79  333  75  1222  54 

5.  Surinam 456  55  456  55 

6.  Danish  Islands. . . 


8.  Jamaica 981  94  3758  93  4740  87 

9.  St.  Kitts 401  22  2084  13  2485  35 

10.  Barbadoes 1491  30  1491  30 

11.  Tobago 111  11  2241  55  2352  66 


$1211  69  $3733  47  $22,386  33  $27,331  49 

$27,331  49 

II.  For  Sustentation. 

1.  Pensions  to  retired  Missionaries, — 

а.  To  17  married  and  3 unmarried  Bre- 
thren   $2963  74 

б.  To  36  widows 1488  13 

4451  87 

2.  Education,  &c., — 

а.  For  95  children  at  school $6284  37 

б.  For  20  boys,  apprenticed  to  trades 717  33 

c.  For  11  girls 240  74 

7242  44 

11,694  31 

III.  Expenses  of  management,  &c., — 

1.  Agents  and  Book-keepers’  salaries,  stationery,  &c.  ..  $944  41 


2.  Various  publications  for  the  use  of  Missionaries 390  98 

3.  Postage  and  carriage 425  30 

4.  Excess  of  interest  paid 5 96 

5.  Contribution  to  Missionaries  still  employed  on  the 

Continent 800  00 

6.  Travelling  expenses 974  66 

7.  Extraordinary  disbursements 452  75 

3994  06 


$43,019  86 

Balance  in  hand 9630  78 


$52,650  64 


* This  small  charge  is  merely  for  expenses  incurred  by  the  journeys  of  Missionaries  to  or 
from  England,  and  their  maintenance  while  visiting  in  Germany,  of  which  country  they 
are  natives,  with  few  exceptions. 


GENERAL  STATEMENT,  1S33^ 
At  the  close  of  1832  there  remained  a deficiency,  on  ac- 


count of  the  General  Mission  Fund,  according  to  the 
statement  of  1832,  (calculating  the  pound  sterling  at  6 

rix  dollars)  of $11,336  57 

Deduct  one-tenth,  to  accommodate  this  amount  to  the  new 

standard  of  6§  rix  dollars  to  the  pound 1133  65 

$10202  92 

From  this  is  further  deducted  the  surplus  of  the  year  1833  9630  78 


Remaining  deficiency $572.14 
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DONATIONS  ACKNOWLEDGED. 


IX.  THE  FOLLOWING  DONATIONS  TO  THE  UNITED  BRETHREN’S 
MISSIONS,  RECEIVED  IN  1835,  ARE  HEREBY  CRATEFULLY  AC- 
KNOWLEDGED. 


Through  Rev.  William  H.  Vanvleck,  New  - York, — 

From  Mrs.  Prince,  New-York,  . . . SI  00 

From  a female  member  of  the  United  Brethren’s  Church,  . . 10  00 

From  a friend  in  Litchfield,  Connecticut,  . . . . 1 00 

From  O.  B.  Butler,  Esq.,  Norfolk,  Connecticut,  . . . 10  00 

From  Mrs.  Sarah  Battell,  through  the  same,  . . . 20  00 

From  Mr.  Robert  Gosman,  Upper  Redhook,  per  Mr.  Robert  Blake,  50  00 
From  Rev.  Mr.  Forrest,  Associate  Reformed  Church,  . . 5 00 

From  George  Engs,  Esq.,  Newport,  . . . . 20  00 

From  a friend  on  Long-Island,  . . . . . 5 00 

From  Miss  H.  B.,  . . . . . . 3 00 

From  a lady  in  New-Jersey,  . . . . . 2 50 

From  a friend  in  Canada,  per  Mr.  Jesse  Talbot,  . . . 30  00 

From  ladies  in  Litchfield,  Connecticut,  for  Greenland,  . . 11  25 

From  Jacob  Shatzel,  Esq.,  New-York,  . . . . 50  00 

From  a Concert  at  Williams’  College,  Williamstown,  Mass.,  . 12  55 

From  sundry  public  collections  and  private  donations  at  Boston  and 
Providence,  including  $500  from  Hon.  Samuel  Hubbard,  . 1470  94 

From  sundry  additional  contributions  from  Boston,  through  Charles 
Stoddard,  Esq.,  . . . 21  50 

From  collection  in  United  Brethren’s  Church,  New-York,  May  10th, 
after  a sermon  by  Rev.  Jacob  Brodhead,  P.  D.,  (including  $10 
from  Mr.  A.,)  .......  160  60 

From  collection  in  United  Brethren’s  Church,  New-York,  November 

15tb,  after  a sermon  by  Rev.  James  Milnor,  D.  D.,  . . 170  00 

From  Female  Missionary  Society  of  United  Brethrens’  Church, 

New-York,  for  Jamaica,  ......  100  00 

From  American  Tract  Society,  an  appropriation/or  tracts , 

Through  Rev.  Peter  Wolle , Philadelphia , — 

Missionary  Subscription  in  United  Brethren’s  Church,  . . 87  25 

From  Juvenile  Missionary  Society  in  Female  Sunday  school,  . 12  00 

From  a female  friend,  ......  50 

Through  Rev.  Charles  A.  Vanvleck , Lancaster , — 

A collection,  . . . . . . 10  83 

Through  Rev.  Samuel  Reinke , Graceham , — 

A contribution,  . . . . . 10  00 

Through  Rev.  Charles  F.  Seidel , Bethlehem , — 

From  the  Bethlehem  Female  Missionary  Society,  . . 90  00 

Through  Rev.  John  G.  Herman , Nazareth , — 

From  the  Nazareth  Female  Missionary  Society,  . . . 66  00 

Through  Rev.  William  Eberman,  Litiz , — 

From  the  Litiz  Female  Missionary  Society,  . . . . 42  00 


Through  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Brethren's  Society  at  Bethlehem , 
for  Propagating  the  Gospel  among  the  Heathen,  . . . 10,500  00  ' 

Half-yearly  Missionary  collections  at  Bethlehem,  . . . 60  97 

“ “ “ Nazareth.  . . . 31  54 

“ “ “ Litiz,  . . 45  48 

The  Home  Mission  Society  of  the  United  Brethren’s  Church  at 
New-York,  contributed  toward- the  objects  of  that  Association  in 
the  course  of  the  year  1835,  .....  258  26 

Note.  A Home  Mission  Society  has  recently  been  organized  at  Salem,  North- 
Carolina. 


Toward  the  support  of  a Missionary  of  the  United  Brethrens ’ 

Church , in  the  North  of  France,  several  friends  of  the  cause  at 
New-York  have  jointly  .contributed  this  year  (1835,)  . . $285  50 
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